[image: image1.png]


2c: Media portrayal of S&R


Student Resource Sheet 2: Newspaper Article 2

Below is an article from the Telegraph filed on the 15th March 2002


Big Bang Silenced by Kansas School Board

AN education board criticised for removing evolution from its curriculum has now deleted the Big Bang theory. 

Kansas education authority voted narrowly to remove mention of the scientific theory of the origin of the universe under pressure from Christian fundamentalists. So-called "Young Earth creationists" hold to a literal view of the Bible and believe that the universe is only a few thousand years old. 

The removal of the Big Bang theory does not mean that the state's teachers must concentrate only on the Biblical story of God's creation of the universe in six days about 8000BC, but examination questions will not be asked which require knowledge of the theory that all matter emanated from a single mighty explosion billions of years ago. 

In an examination-centred system, Kansas teachers will therefore be wasting their pupils' time if they raise the topic of the Big Bang. The revised curriculum does not mention the time that has elapsed since the origin of the universe. This puts the state in a minority even among scientific creationists, who believe that God, rather than evolution, shaped life on Earth.

Most fundamental Christian scientists who reject Darwin's theories none the less accept that the universe is a very old place. The Kansas board, which removed evolution from the curriculum in August, has gone one step further. 

A spokesman for the 10-member board said that an examination answer by an 18-year-old predicated on the idea that nothing existed before God's intervention 10,000 years ago or so could be given top marks. 

Prof Hume Feldman, a cosmologist at the University of Kansas, called the development "frightening". Prof Jerome Friedman, Nobel prize-winning physicist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said: "It's the denial of what understanding we have of the origin of the universe in terms of modern science." 

Supporters of the new curriculum say that there is no reason why both versions cannot be taught simultaneously. John Bacon, a member of the board, who voted to silence the Big Bang, said of his opponents: "I can't understand what they are squealing about. 

"Millions or billions of years ago, I wasn't around - and neither were they. Based on that, whatever explanation they may arrive at is a theory and it should be taught that way."
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