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2c: Media portrayal of S&R


Lesson 1 of 4: Kansas and Emmanuel College, Gateshead.

Aim of the lesson 

To introduce students to 

· The kinds of stories which the media cover in science and religion

· The ways in which science and religion are portrayed as polarised and representing completely opposite modes of knowledge/experience

· Ways in which the media might explore science and religion questions further, drawing upon genuinely academic and representative religious viewpoints.
Differentiation / Extension

By outcome and response to the newspaper articles
Assessment

Teacher and peer: Summary of key beliefs of creationist and evolutionist view points.

Duration 1 Hour.

Timings

Introduction
10 minutes outline of evolutionist and creationist view points.

Main Activity 
40 minutes analysis of two newspaper accounts. 

Plenary
10 minutes summary of key points from newspaper articles.

Intended Age 16-19

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher 

The teacher should have a good grasp of the information in the overview for this unit. They could also refer to the information in 4c_1: Background 1:‘What is Evolution?’, Background 2:‘Modern Evolution Theory.’, Background 3: ‘Evolution and Creationism’ and Background 4: ‘Can Evolution and creation be compatible?’ (Lower Ability sheets available if time is short)

Previous Knowledge needed by students

Basic understanding of the Scientific and Genesis accounts of creation.

Background Reading

As in ‘Previous knowledge need by teacher’.

‘When Science meets Religion’ Ian Barbour (SPCK)

‘Belief in God in an age of Science’ John Polkinghorne (Yale University Press 1998)

‘Science and Christian Belief’ John Polkinghorne (SPCK 1994)

Resources

· Student Resource 1
Newspaper Article 1

· Student Resource 2
Newspaper Article 2

· Student Resource 3
Questionnaire for group discussion

Introduction / Starter activity

Quick answers from class to questions ‘What is Evolution?’ and ‘What is Creation?’ in order to see what their previous knowledge/views are. Then explain briefly the main beliefs of evolutionists (that life has developed on earth from simple to complex organisms and that species have adapted to their environment through the process of Natural Selection) and of creationists (that the world was created by God in six days about six thousand years ago).

Main Activities

Introduce two case studies (Kansas and Emmanuel College Gateshead); read over news reports of the two cases. (Student Resource 1: Newspaper Article 1 and Student Resource 2: Newspaper Article 3)

Split class into two: group 1 try to identify in bullet points (on a chart / board) the key beliefs behind the creationist view, as it is presented in the news reports; group 2 try to identify the key beliefs of the evolutionist view similarly.

Through discussion, compare and contrast these two views as they are presented by the news reports. How far do students think it inevitable that these two worldviews should clash? (Student Resource 3: Questionnaire)
Plenary

Briefly, ask class for main points learnt from these two articles about the two positions portrayed in the Newspaper articles. Look forward to the next lesson, in which we will look more closely still at these two examples of reporting, assessing bias and prejudice in the reports, as well as fair reporting. Teachers should draw students’ attention once again to the fact that the examples being used here are examples of polarisation, and that the media can often do a much better job of portraying the science/religion debate than these examples suggest.
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