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Lesson 3 of 3: Reflecting on the use of models in Science and Religion

Aim of the lesson

· A model of human engagement with the world based on relationships is a potent one. Student should be able to use it to examine various aspects of their encounter with ‘the other’, be they aspects of the creation or even the Creator. 

· Students should have a heightened sense of the fact that human beings are related to everything else and that these relationships carry with them a sense of ethical responsibility alongside possibilities of knowledge of the other.

· There have been various models of the relationship between science and religion. Students should become familiar with the one offered by Ian Barbour and know that there are others.

· Students should be aware of the limitations of Barbour’s model and be sensitive to the fact that there are different religions and many sciences. As a result they should be cautious about any talk about the relationship between science and religion.

Differentiation / Extension

By outcomes
Assessment

Students should be able to summarise the main points of the PowerPoints

Duration 1 hour
Timings
Introduction 10 minutes, Main 40: minutes, Plenary: 10 minutes 
Intended Age: 16-19
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers should have read the PowerPoint: Relating Science and Religion

Previous Knowledge needed by students

None
Resources

Student Resource 5:
Relating Science and Religion

Introduction / Starter activity

It is helpful to remind students that all human endeavour is inevitably and irreducibly human. Whether it be the enterprise of science or religion, we are engaged in attempting to make sense of aspects of reality as we encounter them. Our experiences are therefore mediated in a number of ways. This affects our theories about how we know things and the methods we think are appropriate for examining various things. A useful model of our engagement with reality is that of relationships. Exploring how we relate to various things in our experience causes us to reflect on what this might mean in terms of knowledge and the value we put on what we know and how we respond to it. There is an ethical dimension to all of our relationships, and this includes questions about how we use what we know from science as well as other disciplines. It raises the question as to whether certain knowledge should be pursued.

The history of the relationship between science and religion, or better various scientists and various religious people, is a complex one. Many attempts have been made to relate science and religion and models of these relationships can be constructed. The debate about this is ongoing, but one thing is clear. The common myth that science and religion are at warfare is a crude and inaccurate caricature. It only applies at best to the relationship between fundamentalist positions in science and religion, a topic dealt with elsewhere. As Geoffrey Cantor has written, from a non-Christian point of view, “The various forms of the conflict thesis have attracted much support, but they are not adequate as general claims about how science and religion have been interrelated in history. To extend the military metaphor, the conflict thesis is like a great blunderbuss which obliterates the fine texture of history and sets science and religion in necessary and irrevocable opposition. Much historical research has invalidated the conflict thesis.” We need to be more subtle than to resort to the conflict thesis.
Main Activities

The PowerPoint Resource 5: Relating Science and Religion PowerPoint should be used to stimulate discussions with the students, these should focus on the relationship between the models in science and religion, and how models can be used in both science and religion, what the similarities and differences are and what the limits of these models are.

Plenary

This will depend on the nature and content of the response to the PowerPoint. It would be good to think in terms of student being able to summarise the salient points outlined in the Leaning Outcomes above.
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