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2a: Language and communication in S&R


Lesson 4 of 4: Songs and Lyrics

Aim of the lesson 

To help the students to understand that:

· Genesis creation accounts can be interpreted non-literally, just as other forms of literature may be, and often are.

· The messages of Genesis creation accounts are allegorical and poetic, and address universal questions of human experience. 

· The Genesis creation accounts are open to reinterpretation in each new generation, new scientific discoveries enabling them to be read in a new light.

Differentiation / Extension

Complete a piece of research into a song/songs of their choosing which they feel express important truths.

Assessment

Teacher/Peer: Group answers to questions about song.

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Starter
10 minutes - Reflection on songs that they know and the messages they give.

Main Activity 
30 minutes – Analysis of a chosen song

Plenary
20 minutes – own creation of lyrics based on Genesis 1-3.

Intended Age 16 - 19

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher 

Teachers should have read and grasped the key points from 4a: Resource: Reading Genesis
Previous Knowledge needed by students

Work from previous lessons on religious and moral truths in Genesis 1 – 3.

4a: Resource: Reading Genesis
Background Reading

· 4a: Resource
Reading Genesis 

Resources

A song/piece of music of your choice.  You should feel free to choose any suitable piece of music. What follows in this lesson plan is an example which could be used to good effect, but teachers are encouraged to tailor the principle of this lesson to their own students by choosing a different example if appropriate. If possible, a recording should be available of the piece of music, and this should be used in the lesson.

Suggestions include: recording of psalms as sung in a Cathedral at choral evensong: many of them have surprisingly violent and alienating lyrics, yet are sung in an angelic way by choristers. This might open up fruitful discussion on the difference between content and presentation. 

Students might, with good preparation, be invited to supply their own art works and talk about them in the same sort of way. This would be a good way of involving them in a different dynamic and such things usually bring with them an enthusiasm borne of their own interests. If you want to use Verdi’s Requiem, you would need Student Resource 6: Words of Dies Irae from Verdi’s Requiem
Introduction / Starter activity

Refer back to the previous lessons on Blake’s Jerusalem and Munch’s The Scream. Explain this lesson is a similar exercise, though this time with a song and its music. Give them a few minutes to share in pairs some songs which they find/have found special, either because of their music or words or both.
Main Activities

Listen to the song, e.g.When I fall in love by Nat King Cole

Discuss the tone of the song, its words and music. Apply the following questions, perhaps using small group discussion, to the song: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? – Who would sing this song? What is the meaning of the song? When would it be appropriate? Where might one person best sing this song to another? Why might someone sing this song to another person? How should the song be sung? How is the music used to back the atmosphere suggested by the words?

Note: If you are using a song that is still in copyright you should not copy and distribute lyrics of the song.

Feed back ideas to the whole class, focusing especially upon how the lyrics to a song may express things through picture language that the listener can identify with, without a great deal of effort of imagination.

Plenary

In the same small groups, they could try creating lyrics for a section of Genesis 1 – 3. Comment on the possibility that religious accounts of the creation of the world may, like song lyrics, be taken not literally but as an expression of truths which goes beyond the analytical. Summarise the ideas from the last five lessons as ways in which truths may be conveyed other than by literal expressive means. Suggest to students that religious accounts of the creation of the world might be interpreted in a similar way.
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