[image: image1.jpg]


2a: Language and communication in S&R

Student Resource Sheet 4: Edvard Munch’s ‘The Scream’

Edvard Munch’s the ‘Scream’
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A copy of the picture can be found at 

http://www.allposters.com/gallery.asp?aid=833594&item=96893
If you wish to use print versions of this poster in your lessons you will need to purchase. You could use the version at this site to project an image.

The Scream (or The Cry)  [1893]

Casein/waxed crayon and tempera on paper (cardboard), 91 x 73.5 cm (35 7/8 x 29"); Nasjonalgalleriet (National Gallery), Oslo 


The Scream has come more and more to be accepted as Edvard Munch's most significant motif - the very symbol of modern man, for whom God is dead and for whom materialism provides no solace. Munch wrote several versions of a prose-lyrical associated with the motif, one of which reads: 


I was walking along a path with two friends - the sun was setting - suddenly the sky turned blood red - I paused, feeling exhausted, and leaned on the fence - there was blood and tongues of fire above the blue-black fjord and the city - my friends walked on, and I stood there trembling with anxiety - and I sensed an infinite scream passing through nature.

Source: The Munch Museum, Oslo. http://www.museumsnett.no/munchmuseet/en/munch.htm 
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