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2a: Language and communication in S&R


Lesson 3 of 4: Edvard Munch’s The Scream.

Aim of the lesson 

To help students to understand that:

· Genesis creation accounts can be interpreted non-literally, just as other forms of art may be, and usually are.

· The messages of Genesis creation accounts are allegorical and poetic, and address universal questions of human experience. 

· The Genesis creation accounts are open to reinterpretation in each new generation, new scientific discoveries enabling them to be read in a new light.
Differentiation / Extension

Research the background to Munch’s The Scream further on the Internet. Research Michaelangelo’s representation of the creation of Adam from the Sistine Chapel in Rome and how this is art expressing beliefs in religious ideas about the origins of life.
Assessment

Teacher/Peer: Evaluation of lists on literalistic and meaning interpretations of the picture.

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Starter
10 minutes – discussion of examples of visual images and their messages.

Main Activity 
30 minutes – Analysis of Edvard Munch’s The Scream.

Plenary
20 minutes – Creation of some visual images created in Genesis 1-3 (and elsewhere in scripture if like)
Intended Age 16-19

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher 

Teachers should have read and grasped the key points from 4a: Resource: Reading Genesis
Previous Knowledge needed by students

Work from previous lessons on religious and moral truths in Genesis 1 – 3.

4a: Resource: Reading Genesis
Background Reading

· Student Resource 5
What caused Edvard Munch to ‘Scream’ more than a century ago?

Resources

· Student Resource 4
Copy of Munch’s The Scream.
· Student Resource 5
What caused Edvard Munch to ‘Scream’ more than a century ago?

· 4a: Resource
Reading Genesis 

Introduction / Starter activity

Ask students to discuss in pairs visual images that carry significant meaning for them (can be from the media/art/advertisements etc; good if the teacher had one or two examples as illustration of this). Refer back to the previous lesson on Blake’s Jerusalem; the need to gather contextual knowledge in order to understand the poet’s message in his writing. Explain this lesson is a similar exercise, though this time with a work of art.

Main Activities

Split the class into several small groups. Either on the board (via OHP or Powerpoint), or in hard copy, introduce the students to the image of Edvard Munch’s The Scream. Student Resource 4 and 5

Each group to compile two lists: one in which they try to summarise what is going on in the image in a literalistic sense (brush strokes, canvas preparation, contrast, use of colour etc), the other in which they write about what the image evokes in them by way of feelings, impressions, message.

Whole class feedback from various groups.

Whole class discussion: what truths does this image convey about human life? Is the artist presenting something universal – that people of other cultures and times would identify with? What sort of person might find this image helpful, empathetic or unhelpful? What are their feelings about the quotation by Edward Munch Student Resource 4
Plenary

Art is an exploration of truth. It seeks to help us understand life and existence more fully. In the same groups, try to create some visual images of Genesis 1 –3 which convey deep feelings and significance (e.g original idyllic state of creation, void in the beginning, Adam and Eve’s despair at being thrown out of the garden etc) In what ways might some parts of Holy Scripture be compared with art?
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