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2a: Language and communication in S&R

Student Resource Sheet 3: Background to Blake’s Jerusalem
Background to Blake’s Jerusalem

This is Blake's most famous poem. It has been set to music by Sir Hubert Parry and is often sung as a national hymn. 

Verse 1

The poet asks a series of rhetorical questions (questions without answers). He asks firstly whether the feet of Jesus Christ could have walked upon England's mountains and fields, and whether God himself would have been pleased with what he saw there. Then, in complete contrast, Blake asks whether Jesus Christ could have been found among the grim, cold, dark factories, offices or schools of industrial England. This is a bit of a shock.

Verse 2

Here, the imagery is of brightness, fire, and of war -- but a war of thoughts and feelings. Blake wanted to free human feeling and human desires from the repressed and unfeeling society he saw about him at the end of the eighteenth century. 

Blake's Religion

Blake was a visionary and an original religious thinker. In a way, he turned 18th century religion upside down. To him, feeling, desire, energy and love were from God. Authority, obedience to rules and regulations and the repression of emotion and love were from Satan, the Devil. Christian thinkers have always used Jerusalem as a symbol of Heaven on Earth. For Blake this means that darkness and coldness of the mind will have to go, and innocence and joy and warmth must take their place. 

Source: http://isd.canberra.edu.au/~ajc/minogue/poetry/blake/jerdesc.html 
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