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2a: Language and communication in S&R


Lesson 1 of 4: Reading Genesis

Aim of the lesson 

To help the students to understand that:

· Genesis creation accounts can be interpreted non-literally, just as other forms of literature may be, and often are.

· The messages of Genesis creation accounts are allegorical and poetic, and address universal questions of human experience. 

· The Genesis creation accounts are open to reinterpretation in each new generation, new scientific discoveries enabling them to be read in a new light.

Differentiation / Extension

· 4a: Resource[LA]
Reading Genesis

· 4c: Background 1[LA]
What is Evolution?

· 4c: Background 2[LA]
Modern Evolutionary Theory

· 4c: Background 3[LA]
Evolution and Creationism

· 4c: Background 4[LA]
Can evolution and Creation be compatible?

Assessment

Teacher/Peer – Evaluation of posters showing religious and moral truths in Genesis 1-3.

Duration 1 hour.

Timings 

Starter 
15 minutes – different types of literature.

Main Activity
35 minutes – reading of, and activity based on, Genesis 1-3.

Plenary
10 minutes – comparison of each other’s posters and listing of main truths portrayed.

Intended Age 16 - 19

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

The teacher should have read and grasped: 

· 4a: Resource
Reading Genesis

· 4c: Background 1
What is Evolution?

· 4c: Background 2
Modern Evolutionary Theory

· 4c: Background 3
Evolution and Creationism

· 4c: Background 4
Can Evolution and Creation be compatible?

Previous Knowledge needed by students

Basic knowledge of the theory of evolution and an outline knowledge of the Genesis account of creation.

Background Reading

· 4a: Resource 
Reading Genesis

· 4a: Resource[LA]
Reading Genesis

· 4c: Background 1
What is Evolution?

· 4c: Background [LA]
What is Evolution?

· 4c: Background 2
Modern Evolutionary Theory

· 4c: Background 2[LA]
Modern Evolutionary Theory

· 4c: Background 3
Evolution and Creationism

· 4c: Background 3[LA]
Evolution and Creationism

· 4c: Background 4
Can evolution and Creation be compatible?

· 4c: Background 4[LA]
Can evolution and Creation be compatible?

A useful article on the Old Testament as literature can be found in the Farmington Paper by Professor John Dancy: http://www.farmington.ac.uk/documents/old_docs/Dancey.htm
Resources

· 4a: Resource 
Reading Genesis

· 4a: Resource[LA]
Reading Genesis

Copies of Genesis 1 –3; modern versions of the Bible (eg. Good News, The Message)

Selection of books from different sections of the library.

Material for making posters.

Introduction / Starter activity

Give pairs of students a different fiction or non-fiction book. They need to think of a question that could be asked about the content of the book e.g. A history book: ‘Why did Harold win the Battle of Hastings?’ A Biology book: ‘Why do leaves change their colour in the Autumn?’ A novel: What happens to the Heroin in this story?’ Make the point that different literary genre are being used to answer different types of questions.
Explain that many Christians have traditionally taken Genesis to be a literal account of the creation of the world, and in recent literalist thinking, as almost a scientific textbook. Others have interpreted it differently, as an allegorical or poetic account of a search for answers to ultimate questions; such as why there is life at all, why anything exists, what the significance of human life is as against other forms of life, how humanity relates to forces beyond its control.

Main Activities

Divide class into small groups of two or three. Each group should have copies of 4a: Resource ‘Reading Genesis’. Give the class time to go through this resource, explaining any difficulties they may have (if time is short, use 4a: Resource ‘Reading Genesis’[LA] for the whole class). Read carefully the creation accounts from Genesis chapters 1-3. You could divide these chapters up between the class so that one section focused on Genesis 1-2 verse 3, another on Genesis 2 and the third on Genesis 3. Each small group should make a poster which shows the religious and moral truths in their chapter (e.g. Mankind to be a steward of the created world; woman to be a companion to man; wrong-doing gets punished). 

Plenary

Display the posters/pass them round. Class to discuss each other’s work, highlighting the main truths that seem to have emerged.
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