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Student Resource Sheet 1: Transcript of Adrian Brown interviewing Petra Owen Moore, 24 February 2006 at the Ecclesbourne School, Duffield, Derbyshire, England
[Square brackets contain timings in minutes and seconds which correspond to the points on the video interview measured from the start.

Blue text corresponds to those parts of the interview which are available as video clips on the CD ROM. The text in black is the rest of the interview transcribed below.]

Note: The words of Adrian Brown are in italics, those of Petra in ordinary.

 - - - Start of video clip 1 on CD-ROM - - - 

[0:00]
Hello. Your name is Petra Owen. Could you tell us briefly what you do for a living please?
[0:11]
I am a Religious Studies teacher at the Ecclesbourne School in Derbyshire and I am also an ordained minister in the Church of England. 

[0:19]
OK, and have you always been a Christian believer?
[0:22]
Oh no – far from it. I was probably brought up in a Christian home and I decided at the age of fourteen that there was no God and I became an aggressive atheist. I was out to prove that God didn’t exist and I was out to stop any minister or any Christian from trying to persuade other people that God existed.

[0:45]
OK, so your background is somewhat sceptical.
[0:50]
Oh extremely, yes. And aggressively sceptical too. I just did not believe, but more than that, I wanted to stop other people from believing such nonsense.

[1:02]
OK, so since you have become a Christian has that scepticism gone away or do you now accept all claims to the miraculous at face value?

[1:14]
No, far from it. I’m sort of one of those who would have said, “Let me see the wounds for myself. And I don’t just accept anything and everything. I will work it through and some things I still find it difficult to accept and other things I have worked through and I’m happy to accept.

[1:33]
And perhaps unusually you are somebody who has some first hand experience of what is generally termed the miraculous, Could you perhaps tell us a little bit about your own story in respect of your experience of miraculous work?

[1:51]
I think it’s fair to say that I came to an understanding that, and a belief that God existed because of a miraculous event, although at the time I wouldn’t have called it that. Sometimes I even find it difficult to call it that now.  But I know that it wasn’t an everyday kind of event. And basically I was on one of my escapades to try and prove that God didn’t exist. I went along to a local Anglican church and went into the service, listened to the service and didn’t argue for the first time with the vicar and went home and was very restless for the rest of the week deciding that I hadn’t quite done my job, so I needed to go back the following Sunday to try and prove to this particular minister that what he was doing was really quite an awful thing, trying to persuade people that something existed and put their hopes on to something that really wasn’t there. And when I returned that week another member of the congregation came and spoke to me and we became good friends, and after a couple of months of arguing and me sending him out the door and him coming back in – I was also engaged to an atheist -  we were invited round to his house for a meal – and it’s fair to say that I was extremely phobic of thunder and lightning for all sorts of reasons. I knew the reasons why. I also knew that as a person I was very much a logical sort of person. I wanted to be in control of my own life and didn’t like the fact that I had this phobia. Which wasn’t just an ordinary sort of fear, it was more physiological; I would shake, I would sweat, I would probably want to vomit and couldn’t control it. I visited a number of people to try and control it because I was teaching at the time. I didn’t want one of those episodes in the classroom,  with some students. And so I’d been to an acupuncturist and a psychiatrist and various other people,  and a hypnotist to try and work at it and get it to control this particular phobia. None of it did work and I found them all quite absurd in my own little logical way. And on this particular night, this friend of ours, this Christian who had befriended us and we had befriended him, known as Mark, had invited us round for a meal and it started to thunder and lighten and I had my usual phobic reaction and then, for the last few months I had been saying to Mark that I needed proof of God’s existence and it needed to be the kind of proof that out of the ordinary. And Mark felt that this was the time that God was going to prove that he existed and so indeed said while I was shaking and having my usual physiological reaction, just said “Let God prove that he exists and let him take away this fear.” And with that, and human language is limited to try and explain such a phenomenal event, but I’ll try. I just felt an absolute stillness and peace that worked its way through my body and right the way down very slowly, and whilst it worked its way down,  parts of my body became very, very still,  while the rest of it was still shaking. Until I was absolutely at peace and completely, completely still and there was absolutely no fear. And I found myself going to test it by going outside and standing in the rain and looking up at the thunder and lightning and couldn’t quite understand logically what had happened and trying to find a reason, and was challenged to perhaps acknowledge that this was God. That God had indeed proved himself to me. 
- - - End of video clip 1 on CD-ROM - - - 

[5:49]
But at the time you were still an atheist..

[5:52]
Yes
[5:54]
Wouldn’t your first thought have been, this is psychosomatic, this is some sort of auto-suggestion. It’s because I want to believe that suddenly my body has reacted in a different  way?

[6:04]
I would have thought that if I hadn’t been such an aggressive sort of atheist and I was out to prove otherwise and I wasn’t searching for proof that God existed. I certainly wanted my stock argument, to whether or not God existed to ..I wanted him to just prove he was there. In one sense you could say I wanted proof. In another sense,  it wasn’t something I felt deeply, it was more part of the argument, to win the argument, “go on prove it to me then.” It wasn’t something that I was seeking, sort of deeply, and in terms of psychosomatic, I’d been to various people who could have perhaps through suggestion, or through powers of persuasion, try to control this phobia. Nothing worked. I actually found them quite absurd in the end. I remember sitting in with a hypnotist, who of course tries to persuade through psychosomatic reason or persuasion,  which is all to do with behaviour change, and I found the whole experience absurd and quickly left and I’m not having a go at hypnotists, I’m just saying for me that it didn’t work. 

[7:10]
Sure. Now can we wind forward a little bit in your life. For some time, certainly when I knew you, you had a hearing loss which was to do with physical damage. Could you just describe what the problem with your hearing was, before I ask you a little bit about what happened subsequently to that?

[7:31]
Yes. I grew up with a father who was a pillar of society, but who was a very aggressive and angry individual. And he certainly took out his problems on his wife and his children.  And so my father being a physically violent man, at the age of five actually damaged my hearing beyond medical repair, and there was certainly no point in me wearing a hearing aid or anything because there was such physical damage that I just lost the use of my left ear. 

[8:06]
Ok, but later on – we need to wind forward as I said – you have become a Christian to the point of going off and becoming an ordained minister,  and I understand you were training at St. John’s college in Nottingham and they shipped you off to Sri Lanka. What was your attitude at that time to things like physical healing? Were you now still sceptical  about it, were you open minded about it? Were you utterly convinced it was a real phenomenon?

[8:39]
I suppose on a scale between  scepticism and being convinced, I was probably somewhere between,  I would liked to have thought that I was extremely open minded but I was probably on the little open minded but mostly sceptical sort of side of things. When various Christians would claim things I would certainly wouldn’t be so rude perhaps as to suggest they were lying but,   I would quietly sit in the corner and think, well,  I would like to have seen that myself really. And ..

[9:13]
Is this still the doubting Thomas that wants..

Yes..

To put his finger in the wounds, as it were?

Yes..

[9:20]
And then something happened in Sri Lanka which kind of changed things, can we say dramatically,  can you describe the story?

[9:28]
Yes,  hugely. I also went with another student called Paul Parkes, who is also an ordained minister now.  At the time he was being trained to be a minister in the Church of England, he certainly believed that Jesus was a good prophet,  he was a good individual, who had good teaching that had come from God, but he didn’t believe in the incarnation or the divinity of Jesus and we’d had a number of conversations exploring that because I certainly did believe in the divinity of Jesus and the incarnation.  

So, there was a particular rally,  or that’s what they called it,  in the city called Peradeniya in Sri Lanka, and we were working at Lanka Bible college where we had an exchange with St. John’s.  On the first night we went along to the rally and we were there with the other students from the college,  and this particular priest from India – a bit like a Billy Graham figure I suppose you could call him – had been preaching all about God, the incarnation,  the resurrection and then in a sort of true Acts sort of style,  preached the Word and then went out to “do the word” -  those were his words anyway - to do the signs and wonders that were going to accompany the gospel through the sharing of the word.  And I can remember standing and watching it all going on and just in my usual ‘trying to remain open minded but slightly sceptical’ until at the end of the proceedings he said that he wanted medical verification from anyone who had claimed a miracle that night before they would celebrate the fact that is actually was a miracle.  Which I had never heard before,  but then I had never been to a lot of rally’s.  I had seen a lot of TV evangelists stuff which always makes you a bit sceptical.  But it was quite refreshing to hear him say that.  And on that particular night he didn’t just sort of get up and do a random healing of all sorts of things,  he was very specific and there wasn’t an enormous amount going on. And one of the things that he spoke about was that there was somebody who could only hear in one ear. And a number of the students from Sri Lanka sort of looked at me and said it was me and I said I’m sure there is someone else who can’t hear in one ear with there being about five thousand people in the sort of outdoor arena as it were.  And indeed there was a young girl who claimed a miracle of hearing that night, so I was quite happy for her if it was true that it certainly was for her, not for me. 

- - - Start of video clip 2 on CD-ROM - - - 

[12:01]
The following day they started off the rally – it was a four day rally – with medical verification and they certainly celebrated those who had claimed a miracle and there was medical evidence. He did the same thing; he preached and then came the signs and wonders and again he said there is a person here who can only hear with one ear.  A number of the students in Sri Lanka looked at me and did the usual, “You are from the west; you have everything;  you don’t trust God enough. We have to rely on God for things that you get by other means.” And I felt a burning sensation which started at the top of my neck just below the ear lobe, and went all the way down to this area – I can’t remember what it’s called – collarbone – thank you, collarbone.  Down to the collarbone. And then it started to spread across my head. It was quite a weird feeling, I had never felt anything like that before.  It didn’t hurt me, it wasn’t uncomfortable,  it was just weird. And it was very, very hot. And I can remember going home that night and  increasingly feeling worried  until I had convinced myself early in the morning that I was dying of something horrific; wrote my will,  and a letter home to my mother to be sent home in the event of me dying and found myself the following day, twenty four hours later,  going back to the rally with the college,  still having this intensity,  this heat,  but now I’d been increasingly sort of resigned to the fact that , well if I was going to die it was probably just – it would either have happened or was just about to happen and I really couldn’t do anything about it. So continued to concentrate on the proceedings and again after preaching the gospel he stood up and said somebody could only hear with one ear. And it was at that moment that a number of students said that it was you and why don’t you respond to this. And being British and slightly more reserved than the Sri Lankan’s who were there at the time, I said quietly to myself that there is no way that I am going up onto that stage in front of everybody, but if he comes down to the floor then I might just go up and talk to him. To which the priest did and I can remember walking forward and turned round and he said, “What do you want?” And I said, “I’m not sure what I want but you called me down here.” Yes,  but what do you want?” And I said, “You  are the person who has been speaking about that there is a person who can only hear in one ear, and it’s me.” And he said, “But what do you want?” and I said, “I suppose I want to hear.” And with that he just moved in rather closely and he blew in my left ear and said,  “In the name of Jesus, be healed.” And as a big girl I can remember coming off my feet and I didn’t just fall backwards,  I came off my feet as if I had been on a trampoline and flying backwards.  I remember going through the air and thinking well this is kind of weird,  and how did that happen, and hitting the floor and at that point going completely deaf. I couldn’t hear anything. And I can remember lying there and thinking that’s not part of the bargain surely. I thought I was going to hear not go completely deaf.  And at which point it was as if someone had turned up the stereo or pushed the button accidentally so that the volume was so loud that it makes everybody jump. And all of a sudden I went to hear no longer in mono but in stereo,  and it was so loud that the first thing that came out of my mouth was, “God please turn it down a bit.” ‘Cos I certainly wasn’t used to that level of noise. 

I found myself getting up and walking towards Paul Parkes, who was the other student,  and I can remember covering my right ear and saying, “Paul,  whisper into my left ear” and, he knew obviously that I couldn’t hear in that ear before this because I used to make him walk on my right so that I could hear him. And he whispered into my ear to which I replied,  and for him it was even a bigger miracle than it was perhaps for me. As a result of that he absolutely became convinced that Jesus was in fact divine, he had a transformation in his words, within himself,  that Jesus was actually God incarnate as a result. And for him, there wasn’t just a change in myself,  but there was a change for him.  

Needless to say there was lots of rejoicing. For me, initially,  I was pretty gob smacked by it all, it’s the only way I can put it colloquially,  and I found not long after that feeling incredibly guilty that somehow, why would God heal this and not other things? Why would God do a miracle of this sort and perhaps not do a miracle in other ways?

- - - End of video clip 2 on CD-ROM - - - 

[17:09]
And so the medical verification  that this priest was looking  for, did you have to be shipped off to the doctors at this point?

[17:15]
No because they didn’t have any records in Sri Lanka. But I emailed my doctor and said, could you please respond incredibly quickly, and I had my doctors email because I have a thyroid condition.  So while I was in Sri Lanka, I had to keep in constant touch with him. And I did email him and ask him for verification that I was actually completely deaf in my left ear.  And it appeared on the email twenty five minutes before we went back the following night, when we were asked to give that verification  and when everybody sort of celebrated.  And I can remember Paul in particular saying that he rejoiced over the miracle of hearing for me, but for him,  the miracle was the fact that he actually came to believe in a God who had become incarnate and dwelt among us.  

[18:14]
You almost sound as if you are saying that the physical healing in itself  was terrific  but in fact it was somehow more important that it pointed to something beyond itself,  that was of more significance, as you tell the story. Would that be fair comment?

[18:37]
Yes,  and I can remember when Paul and I had to go back to St. John’s and give an account of what we had done in Sri Lanka for a number of months,  and I can remember both of us testifying to that truth. We shared that truth that as much as it was a miracle for me to get my hearing – ‘cos I had got used to for some twenty seven years, hearing with one ear – and as much as it was a miracle of hearing and it was,  we both felt that the greater miracle was that Paul had come to an understanding,  of knowing I suppose, deeply knowing,  a way of knowing who God really is and who he is today.  And it has just transformed his life in a way that he says,  he feels, probably would not have been transformed without that miracle for him and for me.  

[19:30]
So in that sense the miracle is a sign as well as a wonder, to use that phrase.  

Yes

[19:40]
Can I ask you now – you mentioned in passing,  you had a thyroid condition and you still  do. How do you come to terms with, ‘God restored  one broken bit of my body but doesn’t seem to be restoring the other bit – certainly not in the same way - with the same kind of pace that applied to your hearing’? How do you come to terms with this problem,  if it is a problem, that God seems to be selectively  healing some and not others, including yourself?

[20:20]
It is one of those big questions isn’t it and it’s one that we wrestle with and stops other people coming to believe in a good and loving and all powerful God. It is the classic problem that we all wrestle with if we think we have got it sussed or not,  and most of us don’t.  I have often said to God in my moment of , “I don’t want this thyroid problem any more”,  “I wish you’d given me a choice, ‘cos I think I would have opted for the thyroid thank you very much,  for you to heal that” but  then Paul might never have come to know who this God is. My belief and my acceptance is – and some would say it’s just an excuse, but it isn’t – my peace within myself is that my thyroid by and large has never stopped me from doing all that I need to do,  I want to do or I am called to do. And I know that is not true of other people,  but it’s a way that you look at life. Sure, I can’t bungee jump and I can’t do a lot of physical things that  I might want to do, but there are other things that I’m able to do perhaps because of it.  Do I think that God gave it to me necessarily in order for that to happen? No, but has he sustained me and strengthened me and given me all that I need to live with it? Yes.  That sounds like an incredibly pious answer and its not meant to be, its how I live my life and its how I suppose I reconcile and have peace with the fact that he could have healed my thyroid but he healed my hearing.  And for some that isn’t enough but for me it certainly gives me a sense of peace,  I understand it and I can acknowledge there are things that I don’t know the answer to, but because I don’t know the answer to them it doesn’t mean that it dismisses everything else. That somehow,  the fact that I can’t answer something means that everything else isn’t true. 

[22:25]
 So, it’s not so much a question of being able to reason to an explanation,  as to some kind of faith,  trust,  acceptance in the God that you have your dealings with.  

When you were out in Sri Lanka, I seem to remember you telling one or two other stories of miracles,  which to western ears sound literally  incredible.  Stories that don’t really  seem to be able to be squared with the kind of way in which we see the world which is that the world runs according to natural laws, and science  rules OK and so on. Could you share perhaps one or two of the instances of other things  which made you begin to rethink  your approach to the way God seems to run the world? 

[23:24]
It’s like anything I suppose,  natural laws,  we acknowledge natural laws as a certain set of conditions and if we see something which somehow says doesn’t fit within  that accepted set of conditions we say. “It can’t be true or there is something wrong with it” for those who don’t want to see the miraculous.  I suppose for other people, God is God, who says that natural laws – who puts that boundary on it, who says that natural laws are limited, because modern science also tells us that natural law is random,  so its accepted – who actually works out what is the accepted norm? And I certainly went with that,  that there are a certain set of conditions that I understood the world in through  that worldview which said. ‘this is natural law;  these are the conditions of natural law and if anything comes into that I either disbelieve it or for some reason I say that God is God and all his laws are natural laws. And so I suspect  - I always say to the students,  you will always have people say you can’t prove it, you will have some people who say you can’t disprove it,  at the end we have to choose to believe it or we don’t.  

- - - Start of video clip 3 on CD-ROM - - - 

[24:48]
And I certainly went to Sri Lanka before this episode with, as I said,  a slightly more than sceptical side trying to be open minded and there was a man who we went to feed everyday because he couldn’t work.  He was certainly someone out of Biblical times that sat near temples, but in this case a Buddhist temple,  begging and he had, and the only thing I can call it – that’s what they called it – was elephantitis.  I suppose there is another medical term for it. But certainly his leg looked like an elephant leg. It was so swollen,  it had many many sores.  It was creeping up his body, so it would have eventually killed him. And we used to take him food from the college because the college belief was that we would go out and feed – we would help the poor and the needy, and often he was turfed away from various areas.  So, everyday we would go and feed him and one student said on the night of the rally, “Let’s go and get Ranjit, this particular individual.” And so,  went to get him, we put him in a motorised rickshaw.  Got him to the place and all the time there was part of me saying,  I really wanted it to work because I was feeling guilty of perhaps giving this man false hope. There was a bit of me that struggled with what we were doing, that just wanted to leave him where he was.  Because if God hadn’t healed him, I was more concerned about how perhaps that would affect his relationship with God because of his non-healing. And so part of me almost wanted to leave him where he was.  But these other students felt that they really needed to take him and at least ask. And so they took him and I can remember standing in the background and one of the students said, “No - your western  eyes need to see this because we really believe God’s going to do it. “And I can remember being pulled forward,  standing next to him and watching this priest do something that myself and Paul were always a bit scared to do and that was to actually put his hand physically without the usual sort of gloves and stuff straight onto this man’s leg, sores and all, and before our very eyes – and it sounds incredibly dramatic , but its true – we saw this man’s leg actually shrink to its normal size. I kept having to blink to believe it and the skin just healed of its sores and its open wounds and its oozing and there before us we just saw that happen.  And it just blew my mind.  I had to walk away and gather my wits about me. I didn’t quite know how to respond to it.  There was part of me that wanted to do the rejoice thing. The other part was saying, “I wonder how that happened? Maybe it’s a trick. “ And yet for weeks I had been helping to feed this man, and for years Lanka Bible College had fed him. For a number of years. And I found myself just retreating because I didn’t want to have to face what I’d seen. But face it you do ‘cos it is there and people say that its broken the natural law, it couldn’t have happened, or perhaps a healing was accelerated which was going to happen, you can say what you want, at the end of the day if somebody wants to dispute that on the basis of  “It can’t happen because a natural law is broken and natural laws cannot be broken” then all I can say is “They’re  wrong.” It’s as simple as that. 

- - - End of video clip 3 on CD-ROM - - - 

[28:44]
And I suppose if you are an empiricist,  you are interested  in evidence and evidence based belief,  then almost like a scientist  I suppose, what you are saying is, “I need to make my theories about the way the world is and the way God is in his relation  to the world conform to the evidence that I’ve got.” And something like you hearing being restored and something like this man’s leg being healed are I guess fairly pivotal bits of evidence in causing you to rethink your beliefs about the way things are and the way that God relates to the world and what is and isn’t possible?

[29:28]
Yea  absolutely,  and I think it has challenged me to think about the world not from my starting point but from a different starting point.  As somebody who would work just on reason or be more empirical and be more sceptical,  I needed proof and it was always from my own starting point.  It was from here are my set of natural laws.  And I think that what this has challenged me and continues to challenge me is to open their eyes and you can still be an empiricist and you can still be logical without being confined to a worldview that starts with me; which starts with a human being and that’s what’s challenged me. And I would say without wanting to offend anyone,  I would say that I have gone from being much more me centred and world focussed based on what I think and what I believe and what’s been taught to me, to understanding that there are different ways of knowing and yes, be in a sense more open to the different ways of knowing,  and yet still holding on to that logical reasoning ‘cos that’s  the way we are as human beings, saying I have to weigh that, I have to measure that,  and God, I believe, is OK with that.  I believe he is more than happy for us to do that,  and still be God. 

[30:52]
So you don’t see faith  and reason as two entirely  separate things like oil and water

No

But you would argue that your faith is a reasonable faith which takes into account all of the evidence that’s available to you. 

Yes

And the fact that you are a Christian  theist  rather than an atheistic naturalist,  or words to that effect,  is because of your experiences  and the reflections  you have had on those changes?

[31:27]
Thinking of science at this point there are a number of scientists  are there not, who do not believe that miracles are possible, though there are a number of scientists  who clearly  do believe that miracles are possible.  Do you not have a friend who was a research scientist  who has an interesting  story here perhaps to give us an example to reflect on.

[31:49]
Yes absolutely.  His name is Dr. Chris Stafford.  He’s also a minister now in the Church of England. But he was initially a research scientist over in Birmingham and he worked with seaweed.  And he grew up where one leg was actually shorter than the other. His parents were Christian. He had in his own words a ‘rocky  relationship’ with a God that they believed in. And it became increasingly painful. He’s a very tall man and as he was growing through his growth  spurts it became increasingly painful to have these legs not quite the same length.  And his parents actually brought someone around to pray with him.  And in his words – he was in his early teenage years – he just thought that his parents had ‘lost the plot’. They were far too quirky, but he just lay there while this guy prayed and basically his leg grew to the same length. And they still have his shorter and longer shoes to prove it and all of that sort of stuff.  It certainly did not stop him from becoming a research scientist and become a doctor of science.  He also found that during one of the times he felt that God was asking him to do something different and to be called into the ordained ministry and he certainly did not want to go that way. But, he said that he was just trying to concentrate on seaweed and in his words, the seaweed just wouldn’t work under the conditions he was trying to work under and he was struggling and finding it incredible difficult to work with,  and he used to keep a Bible in one of the drawers of his research laboratory and he felt that God had asked him to look up a passage in Jonah.  And eventually he gave in and it said in Jonah,  that Jonah’s head was just full of seaweed and it was stopping him from hearing what God was asking him to so. And so for Chris he felt that was – as a doctor of science – an intervention on God’s part,  but using what Chris knew.  Not going outside,  I suppose his comfort zone,  how he understood God and the world of science, but God used what he was working on to say, ‘I want to take you out’.  And immediately he went forward for selection and was chosen to be a minister in the Church of England. 

[34:45]
So there we have someone who is a scientist  who can clearly  reconcile his orthodox Christian belief with a genuinely scientific  outlook. Can we go back to the question that clearly was one that your friend Paul had to work through in respect of the incarnation? And I guess here if we put the incarnation and the resurrection  as traditionally  the two remarkable things about the life of Jesus. The claim that he was born of a virgin,  supernaturally  in some way. Supernaturally is perhaps the commonest word that is used. And that Jesus was bodily resurrected to a new sort of life that in some way was still a physical – spiritual body; its difficult  to use language isn’t it? Do you think that it is possible for Christians with integrity  who operate within a scientific worldview  to still  believe that those two events are literal,  historical  events in space-time. That this Jesus in actual fact was born of a virgin  and was not conceived in the standard way that we all understand well, and that after he was crucified  and dead, he did bodily  find himself knocking around and meeting people again and living a different quality of life but still in a bodily form. Is that something that a scientifically  minded Christian can accommodate?

[36:26]
I think yes and in lots of ways I am going to give a simplistic trite answer – or some people would say that.  I suppose the natural laws of science are ever increasing. That’s my understanding as a lay person,  not as a overt scientist,  but as a lay person. At one point  none of us thought that the world was round. And every increasing as we explore and we find that our understanding – you know,  the laws of what is natural  increase and natural laws so we are told are also random. I would say that the fact that science said that my hearing could never be healed, with scientific reasoning,  with scientific help and I was told emphatically that it would never be healed, but the fact that I sit here and I can hear, not through any understandable or recognised scientific method,  says to me the incarnation is more than possible.  And the resurrection is more than possible and if a girl from Wales can have her hearing restored. And science can try and dispute the fact that my hearing was restored but I can use science to prove that my hearing was restored.  And yet also there is absolutely no scientific evidence for my hearing to be able just to be restored for any other reason than, I believe, by an intervention from a God who can do anything that He wants to do. And therefore if I were to say that I regretted anything in my life, it would be to be so narrow minded as to think that the only answer is a humanly understood,  full of boundaries,  answer. That we will look at the world in a certain sort of way, that we will test it in a certain way and say that that is the only answer.  And I certainly lived that way for so long. Does that mean I reject all of that? Absolutely not; I live within it because it too is truth. But I also see that there is truth that is beyond that isn’t an either or, but that is an is together.  And so I can only speak as somebody who has Christian friends who are scientists and scientists who are Christians who live and accept the incarnation and resurrection.  Does it mean that it never poses us a problem? Absolutely. Does it mean that there are times when we struggle with it an come back to it because we want to worked out, written down and there’s the evidence in an empirical sort of way? Of course. But it’s as narrow just to have a scientific worldview as it is just to have a non-scientific worldview.  And I think that we are the better and richer human beings to hold both and explore and continue to explore and let it shape who we are rather than us say this is what the shape should be. 

Petra Owen – thank you very much indeed, thank you.
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