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Lesson 4 of 4: Petra Owen Moore – A personal story
Aim of the lesson

1. React to contemporary personal testimony regarding miracles and make some attempt to evaluate this in the light of their own beliefs.

2. Examine the testimony in the light of the standard discussion in David Hume’s work, with particular attention to what he demands of credible witnesses. 

3. To be able to ask questions in the light of this testimony about the relationship between differing worldviews and expectations as to what may or may not be conceivable in terms of the miraculous. 

4. To recognise that experience plays a major role in our understanding of the cosmos and what we believe about God and about science.

Differentiation / Extension

The PowerPoints should be used with discretion; the teacher selecting the slides which are most appropriate for their students. Students could be given access to the PowerPoints for private study. It may be that the teacher would want to give only the parts of the transcript for which there are video clips [in bold and marked].
Assessment

Question and answers by the teacher should be used for formal / informal assessment of the lesson.

Duration 
1 hour
Timings
Introduction 10 min, Main 40: min, Plenary: 10 min 
Intended Age: 
16-19
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

None is needed as such, but it would be useful if some of the material in this unit on Miracles and on God’s action in the world was already encountered. Due to the pick and mix nature of this unit, it is of course possible for this lesson to be the starting point. Some groups will find the personal testimony to be the most engaging starter and in the light of the questions it raises, move on to a more structured technical investigation of the concept of miracle afterwards.

Previous Knowledge needed by students

None
Resources

Video Ciips of Petra Owen Moore [on CD-ROM]

Student Resource Sheet 1: A full transcript of the interview

Student Resource Sheet 2: Issue arising from the video clips

Introduction / Starter activity

It is often assumed in the philosophical literature on miracles that miracle stories are rare and from cultures and eras far removed from our own. Here are some video clips from an interview with a contemporary witness to miracles telling her story in her own words. (There is a full written transcript of the interview supplied which has more than could be included on the CD ROM as video material because of limitations of space).
Main Activities

Watch the video clips, reading the fuller transcript of the interview and answering the questions supplied, which explore some of the themes touched on in the interview. How you choose to do this may vary as there is more material included than you might expect to cover in a single one hour lesson - this is quite deliberate. This way different groups can focus on the aspects of this topic that are most important to them. Extension is always possible beyond the lesson itself.

Technical Note: In order to offer the best quality of video it would be better to copy the CD-ROM to a desktop / laptop computer, Also note that you need the ©Quicktime plug-in in order to run the video. Instructions on how to do this are supplied on the CD-ROM.

Plenary

It will of course depend on how the lesson has gone! It would be good to raise the obvious question about the integrity of the witness. Do some students wish to question the authenticity of the testimony? Why are they sceptical? To what extent do our presuppositions shape our response to the stories of others? Is our own limited experience a factor in how we assess the claims of others? Are we as open minded as we would like to think? Is this a scientific attitude?
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