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Lesson 2 of 4: Incarnation of Jesus

Objectives of the lesson

At the end of the lesson students will have:

1. an understanding the concept of the Incarnation within Christian theology.

2. considered the notion of the virginal conception as a miraculous event.

3. be aware that not all scientifically literate thinkers understand the conception and birth of Jesus in the same way.

4. begin to consider what it might mean to speak of this event as a miracle in the light of a modern scientific understanding of conception and relating this to traditional theological categories.

Differentiation / Extension

The PowerPoints should be used with discretion; the teacher selecting the slides which are most appropriate for their students. Students could be given access to the PowerPoints for private study.
Assessment

Question and answers by the teacher could be used for formal / informal assessment of the lesson.

Duration 
1 hour
Timings
Introduction 10 min, Main 40: min, Plenary: 10 min 
Intended Age: 
16-19
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

A basic outline of the key concepts is provided by the Incarnation PowerPoint. It would be useful if teachers were familiar with the discussion covered in the Miracles PowerPoint and the PowerPoint on God’s action in the world (see Lesson 1 in this unit). Students may have already looked at one or both of these before focussing on the topic of the Incarnation.
Previous Knowledge needed by students

Students should be aware of the biblical story of the incarnation of Jesus and the basic Christian theology of the incarnation and the entry of Jesus into the world
Resources

Resource PowerPoint 2:
God’s Action in the World

Resource PowerPoint 3:
Incarnation

Introduction / Starter activity

Introduce the concept of the incarnation as miraculous for the Christian tradition. 

The traditional Christian understanding of the person and mission of Jesus has entailed miraculous claims. From the moment of the annunciation of Mary’s pregnancy to the final ascension of Jesus after his death and resurrection, the gospel story is replete with what we would term miraculous episodes. The belief that Jesus was pre-existent and subsequently incarnate has been part of Christian orthodoxy since the earliest attempts to make sense of who Jesus was and is. That Mary did not have sexual intercourse in order to conceive Jesus is part of this collection of beliefs about the unique status of Jesus. His conception has been regarded as miraculous: God bypassing the normal method of fertilising an egg and Jesus being the unique God-Man as a result. Not all modern theologians are comfortable with this notion, not least because of their beliefs about science and their beliefs about God’s action in the world. Others have no difficulty maintaining the traditional view alongside their scientific outlook. The Incarnation PowerPoint [Resource PowerPoint 3] sets the scene for a discussion of these and related issues. Some familiarity with more general concerns about miracles is helpful in grappling with this specific issue.
Main Activities

Introduce the idea of the incarnation using the PowerPoint [Resource PowerPoint 3] This should introduce the issue, raise questions and give examples of different approaches to the issue from those who see themselves within a broadly Christian outlook. You might also choose to print off the slides for students in addition to showing the PowerPoint. The materials should also be made available for the students e.g. on the school intranet.
Plenary

Summarise the lesson and work on any questions that have arisen.
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