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Lesson 1 of 4: Miracles

Objectives of the lesson

At the end of the lesson students will:

1. have an overview of miracles and understand how the term has been used by some major thinkers and traditions. 

2. be able to see that a particular definition of ‘miracle’ shapes the discussion, in particular whether these are possible or actual phenomena. 

3. also be aware of the way in which ones view of the relationship between God and the world is understood and what it might be to talk about God’s miraculous activity.

Differentiation / Extension

The PowerPoints should be used with discretion the teacher selecting the slides which are most appropriate for their students. Students should be given access to the PowerPoints for private study.
Assessment

Question and answers by the teacher could be used for formal / informal assessment of the lesson.

Duration 
1 hour
Timings
Introduction 10 min, Main 40: min, Plenary: 10 min 
Intended Age: 
16-19
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers will need to familiarise themselves with the content of the Miracles PowerPoint in particular before introducing the material to students. Alternatively they could choose to use the approach presented in the God’s action in the world PowerPoint.

Previous Knowledge needed by students

Students should have some idea of the various defections of miracle and there own definitions of the term
Resources

Resource PowerPoint 1:
Miracles

Resource PowerPoint 2:
God’s Action in the World

Introduction / Starter activity

Often, in the treatment of miracles in schools, there has not been a conversation between those who approach the question from the point of view of Biblical Studies and that of mainstream Philosophy of Religion. The former tend not to be concerned with the questions raised by modern post-Enlightenment discussions, other than to mention Bultmann and his oft quoted remark about the impossibility of believing in the New Testament world of spirits, demons and miracles in the age of lightbulbs, the wireless and modern medicine. Philosophers of religion in turn tend to ignore Biblical material. In particular they do not examine how the terms we translate as ‘miracle’ were variously used by Biblical authors. Pascal’s distinction is still relevant, “God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not the God of the philosophers and scholars.” Is the God of the Bible the same as the object of theistic belief in philosophical discourse? Philosophical discussions tend to take a lead from David Hume’s treatment of the topic which presupposes a particular understanding of ‘Laws of Nature’ and whose deity appears somewhat deistic in practice. If there is a correspondence between the language of Biblical Studies and Philosophy, the God of the Bible is the God of theism, active in the world moment by moment, and emphatically not to be reduced to a role of absentee Creator. A Biblical worldview is not only open to the miraculous, it expects it to be a feature of God’s action in the world. This unit of work explores these and other related issues. The PowerPoint on God’s action in the world is included as an alternative to the more mainstream treatment in the PowerPoint on Miracles. It explicitly examines the issue of how ones worldview affects these discussions and anticipates later material on incarnation and resurrection as well as anticipating issues in the relationship between science and theology.
Main Activities

Use either the ‘Miracles’ PowerPoint, or if preferred the ‘God’s action in the world’ PowerPoint. Using the learning preferences of the students and the teaching preferences of the teacher either lead the discussion using one of the PowerPoints or print off the slides or notes and give to students for them to work with as the lesson progresses. Inevitably the material will raise questions and stimulate discussion. Students may well have their own stories of supposed miracles which should be solicited and discussed in the light of the conceptual frameworks that the PowerPoint introduces. You will need to encourage students to look at their own worldviews and the effect that these have on their approach to the topic of miracles. Questions will inevitably arise as to what would count as acceptable evidence that a miraculous event has taken place. Guide the discussion here and encourage students to work out how much evidence and of what kind they would need to be persuaded that God had acted miraculously, if they are happy to concede that this is a possibility. If students do not accept miracles as possible, they will need to formulate arguments as to why not and to offer alternative explanations for events that have been cited as miraculous.
Plenary

Summarise the issues that have arisen, and leave some time for questions that may have arisen. It is quite possible that some groups will not finish the presentation by the end of a lesson due to the way that a discussion of issues develops. Some groups will take several lessons on this material alone.
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