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1b: Knowing and Believing


Lesson 5 of 5: Relativism

Aim of the lesson 

For the students to have:

· Knowledge and understanding of the concept of Relativism

· Knowledge and understanding of the nature and role of Faith and Reason.

· Evaluation of the ideas outlined.

Differentiation / Extension

Extension: Students could carry out research into a particular form of relativism (eg. Moral, aesthetic, beliefs) and consider the extent to which relativism trivialises these  ideas which are important to those who hold them.

Assessment

Informal: comments made during the discussions.

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Starter
10 minutes – Introducing the concept of relativism.

Main Activity
40 minutes – Examination and discussion of relativism

Plenary
10 minutes – Reflection on ideas covered in this unit.

Intended Age 16 -18

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher: The teacher should make sure they are familiar with the concept of relativism as outlined in 1bi_r9 relativism. There is a more in depth coverage of this on the web page www.iep.utm.edu/r/relativi.htm
Previous Knowledge needed by students: Content of the previous lessons

Background Reading

· Raeper and Smith, A Beginner’s Guide to Ideas, , Lion Publisher.

· L. Ahluwahlia, Foundation Study to Religious Studies, , Hodder.

· A Jordan et al.; Philosophy of Religion for A level, Stanley Thornes

· Stephen Law, The Philosophy Files, Dolphin.

· Irwin, Conard, Skoble, The Simpsons and Philosophy, Open Court.

· J Tyerman Williams, Pooh and the Philosophers; Methuen Publisher.

· Philosophy goes to the Movies; Ch. Falzon; Routledge discusses the following relevant films:
· Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941)

· He Said, She Said (K. Kwapis, M Silver, 1991)

· Hillary and Jackie (A. Tucker, 1998)

· Rashomon (A. Kurosawa, 1951)

· Twelve Angry Men (S. Lumet, 1957)

Websites

· www.iep.utm.edu/r/relativi.htm
· www.fresian.com/relative.htm
· www.carm.org/relativism.htm
Resources

· Student Resource Sheet 9
Relativism.

Introduction /Starter

Quick recap of ideas covered so far; reason, revelation, rationalism, empiricism as ways of discovering truth. 

Ask students to write down a couple of sentences under the heading ‘School is …..’ based on their initial impression when they started at secondary school. They should then do the same but based on their feelings when they reached year 11. Share and compare their accounts. Although in most cases these will be written about the same school in each instance, the accounts will be different. This is because they are written from the point of view of an 11 year old and a 16 year old. They are relative to the two different ages and the experiences they had had. 

The last lesson was about revealed knowledge as an example for the search of an absolute standard of truth. This lesson is about the opposite: everything is relative: all points of view are equally valid, all moralities are equally good, all beliefs are equally true (this concludes the unit and can be linked with the topic under 1a) What is real?)

Main Activities

Handout resource sheet Student Resource Sheet 9: Relativism; read and (in smaller groups) mind-map examples for the proposals that everything is relative and that no standpoint is uniquely privileged (eg. fashion and ideas of beauty; different values and different beliefs in different cultures – Christianity in Europe, Islam & Judaism in the Middle East, Hinduism and Buddhism in Asia; Einstein’s Theory of relativity; Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle in Quantum Physics; Darwin’s Theory of Evolution and the variety of living spaces; the differences between the genders and between generations etc.)

Discuss the results presented by the groups.

Discuss further: How does ‘Relativism’ affect our lives – positively (freedom of belief; equality; democracy; respect for the individual) & negatively (feeling of uncertainty; feeling of meaninglessness; nothing really matters; increasing self-centredness and a growing me-culture etc). Their ideas could be presented as posters ‘Relativism in our lives’.

Plenary

Review of the unit and feedback from the group.

· Where have we got to? 

· How important are the issues in the search for truth? 

· The search for a unifying theory of everything?

· Socrates’ demands of conscience?

· Plato’s and Descartes’ rationalism?

· Aristotle’s and Hume’s empiricism?

· Augustine’s revelation?

· Relativism?

Does it matter? Where do YOU stand?
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