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1b: Knowing and Believing


Student Resource Sheet 8: Saint Augustine (AD 354 – 430)
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“Fecisti nos ad Te et inquietum est cor nostrum, 
donec requiescat in Te.”

Thou madest us for Thyself, and our heart is restless, 
until it repose in Thee.”

This statement is at the beginning of the ‘Confessions’ of St Augustine. In his ‘Confessions’, which are a form of prayer written in thirteen books, Augustine describes his life until his conversion to the Christian faith. His life was filled with a search for the truth which he found in Christianity after examining many sects and philosophies. Christianity represented for him the ultimate answer to philosophical dilemmas. In this faith his search came to an end and his soul found rest. Knowing God is knowing oneself. Revealed knowledge is true knowledge. Faith provides the final answers to reason.

His most famous works touch on areas such as:

· The immortality of the soul

· The problem of evil

· Language and learning

Augustine agreed with Plato that there were ‘natures’:

· Bodies, which are limited in space and time

· Souls, which are limited in time but not in space

· God, who is not limited by space or time

� Saint Augustine, Confessions


� Philosophy of Religion for A level, A Jordan et al., STP 1999, page 3.
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