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1a: What is Real?

Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 4

Some useful resources

Books

· Adrian Brown, Sue Hookway, Michael Poole, God Talk, Science Talk (Lion, 1997; currently out of print but obtrainable from The Stapleford Centre, Stapleford, Nottingham), p.63

· Paul Ginnis, The Teacher’s Toolkit (Crown House Publishing, 2002)

· Adam Morton, Philosophy in Practice (Blackwell, 1996), Chapter 15.

· Christopher Southgate et al, God, Humanity and the Cosmos (T&T Clark, 1999), p.17f.

· Michael Poole, Beliefs and Values in Science Education (Open University Press, 1995), Chapter 2.

· Mel Thompson, Philosophy of Science (Hodder and Stoughton, 2001), Ch.4 and 5 

· Peter Vardy, What is Truth? (University of New South Wales Press, 1999), pp.12-15

· Nigel Warburton, Philosophy: The Basics (Routledge, 1992), pp.83f. 

Videos

· “Does Science Give the Truth?” 

· “Is Morality Relative?”

(Resources in Training and Education Ltd., Cross Tree, Walton Street, Walton-in-Gordano, Clevedon, Somerset, BS21 7AW; 01275 344931)

Basic Vocabulary

Epistemology – concerned with what can be known


Ontology – the theory of what is or what actually exists

Realism – the belief that in order to be true our beliefs must match reality (relies on a correspondence theory of truth)


Naïve Realism - the belief that it is possible to achieve direct contact with the external world.  In other words, every scientific discovery directly corresponds to a truth about the world.

Anti-realism relies solely on a coherence theory of truth – in other words, a statement is true if it fits in with a particular cultural understanding

Critical Realism – The basic idea of critical realism is that we all have access to the same world but we do not have direct access – our knowledge and expectations always affect what we see.  We have mediated rather than direct contact with the world.


Idealism – maintains that we can have knowledge only of how things appear to us, or are experienced by us, not things as they are in themselves.


Relativism – maintains that “truth” is relative to time and place.

[ON the CD-ROM is a longer glossary that could be used on the interactive whitebaord or via a projector]
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