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1a: What is Real?

Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 6

Relativism

Relativism can be identified as the idea that all points of view are equally valid. So all ideas about right and wrong, all beliefs or all belief systems are equally true. But those who disagree with this idea say that 

a) It is self contradictory. The idea of relativity is itself relative; only true for those who believe in it. 

b) It is also dangerous as it makes futile the very search for truth itself. If ther is no ultimate truth but only what is ‘true for you’ then why bother looking? 

Relativism can take many different forms but generally there are two key features common to them all:

1) They all maintain that one thing (for example values, beauty, or meaning) is relative to some particular standpoint such as a particular subject, culture or time 

2) They all say that it is impossible to maintain that one standpoint is more ‘correct’ than the others. 

The most controversial kinds of relativism today are usually those relating to religious beliefs, moral values and ideas about truth itself. 
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