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The Sound of the Earth Crying

‘In the beginning, waking and sleeping were the same.  Then time split waking and sleeping apart, and the Dreamtime came to be. The Ancestors came up from where they had been sleeping under the earth, and walked across the land, singing as they walked.  The things they sang about suddenly appeared – mountains and rivers, hills and valleys, plants, insects and animals. After the Ancestors had finished their work, they sank back into the earth, to sleep again. Every feature of the landscape has a name, linked to the Ancestor who made it.  Everything in nature – rocks, trees, caves, rainbows, the sun and moon – has a meaning, and a story. Every clan of people has sacred places.  Uluru (Ayers Rock) is where the Ancestors of the Mala and Kunia clans hunted and performed ceremonies.  The rock tells the story of their deeds.  The Ancestors who made it, sleep there.  It must be treated with respect, awe, and reverence.’

Jean Bews

 ‘The Great Chief in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land.

How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the land?  This idea is strange to us.

If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them?
Every part of this earth is sacred to my people.  Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clearing, and humming insect is holy in the memory and experience of my people.

The perfumed flowers are our sisters,

the deer, the horse, the great eagle,

these are our brothers.       


The rocky crests,                                                                                     

the juices of the meadows,

the body heat of the pony, and man –

all belong to the same family.’
from a speech attributed to Chief Seattle 1854

 ‘Deep ecology is a new philosophy of nature.  It questions the values of contemporary civilisation….deep ecology recognises that nothing short of a total revolution in consciousness will be  of lasting use in preserving the life support systems of our planet.  We must learn to ‘let beings be’; to allow other species to follow their separate evolutionary destinies without dominating them….’

 ‘To hear within ourselves the sound of the earth crying’ John Seed

‘Humans! I, Mountain, am speaking. You cannot ignore me!  I have been with you since your very beginnings and long before.  For millennia your ancestors venerated my holy places, found wisdom in my heights.  I gave you shelter and far vision.  Now, in return, you ravage me. You dig and gouge for the jewel in the stone, for the ore in my veins.  Stripping my forests, you take away my capacity to hold water and to release it slowly.  See the silted rivers?  See the floods?  Can’t you see it?  In destroying me you destroy yourselves.’

from ‘The Council of all Beings’ by Pat Fleming and Joanna Macy
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