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5b: Genetic Issues

 

Lesson 5 of 5: Implications and Reflections

Aim of the lesson 

· To be able to consider the wider social implications of genetic technology

· To understand a range of Christian angles on gene therapy

· To weigh up the benefits of gene therapy for society against potential problems 

· To reflect upon their own beliefs and their personal learning from this unit

Differentiation / Extension

Materials and activities in this lesson seek to differentiate through outcome. For the discussion work, the teacher may wish to organise students into small groups according to ability.

Assessment

Both the oral and the written work of this lesson offer opportunities to teachers for assessing students’ understanding and their levels of reasoning and reflection.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings
Starter 
 
10 mins, 


Main activities  
35 mins 


Plenary 

15 mins
Age Group:
14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

Students will need to have completed Lessons 1-4 before starting Lesson 5.

Resources

PowerPoint Presentation: Starters

Student Resource Sheet 1: Gene therapy debate: science and religion

Introduction / Starter activity

Run the PowerPoint Presentation. 

The opening words of the film Gattaca ( a quotation from Ecclesiastes 7:13) can be used to focus more explicitly on the religious responses to the use of gene therapy.

You should make it clear that there is no one Christian view, making the following points with reference to the film:

Stewardship. (Genesis 1 and Genesis 9)

Some Christians might question whether, as the world is ‘good’, we need to interfere with it. Some Christians take ‘good’ to mean ‘perfect’. This has important implications for the state of the world after the fall. But good might also be better thought of as having the potential for change. 

Evolution suggests a changing world: what does it mean to be a steward or co-worker with God?

Human nature. (Genesis 3)

Explain sin (or original sin) in terms of human alienation from God, as well as in terms of falling short of God’s standards, or deliberately disobeying what is right.

What warnings does the Christian view of human nature indicate about genetic engineering?

Love and compassion.

Healing (physical and spiritual) is fundamental to Christian theology and practice. Christians might therefore encourage the development of technologies that would improve humanity’s lot, seeing this as an expression of Christian love and compassion - as an expression, ultimately, of the love and compassion of God himself. 

In what way(s) does gene therapy differ from other medical practices about which few of us would make objection? 

Main Activities

Ask students to read Student Resource Sheet 1: Gene therapy debate: science and religion. This could be read by students working in small groups of three or as a whole class with three students taking the parts of the different theologians.  After this initial reading, you might like to read it again discussing each idea as it arises.

Ask students in groups of three to answer the questions at the end of the resource sheet.

Come back together and allow each group to take turns in answering one of the questions they have discussed.  Ask students to write a response after your class feedback to question ‘e’ and ‘f’.  Then go on to discuss together question ‘g’, allowing students to think more deeply about morality and its purpose in creating a ‘good’ society.  Draw thoughts out from students in order to stretch their initial thinking.

Plenary

Ask students to reflect upon their learning over the last five lessons. Have their thoughts and beliefs been challenged?  Have their thoughts about gene therapy changed at all over the course of the lessons?  If not, why not?  If so, ask them to explain why.  Finally ask students to write a reflection on what they have learnt from studying this unit.
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