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5a: [14-16] Environmental Issues

 

Lesson 3 of 3: Religion and Ecology

Aim of the lesson

· to identify and present key information about the relationship between religion and ecology 

· to describe the way in which beliefs and values lead to actions

· to synthesis their learning about religion with an environmental case study

· to reflect on their own responsibility for the environment 

Differentiation / Extension

If teachers have previously divided the class for group work according to ability, these groups will continue to offer opportunities for differentiation.  
If an extension activity is required, students could go on to produce a poster for places of worship/libraries/shops to explain why people in the town should get involved in the campaign to save the forest.

Assessment

In this lesson there are opportunities for self-assessment and peer-assessment as well as opportunities for teachers to assess pupils’ contributions to the group presentations.

Duration:
1 hour lesson 
Timings:

Starter 
 
   5 mins, 

Main activities  
 45 mins 

Plenary 

 10 mins (which could be continued for homework)
Age Group:

14 -16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None needed, although it would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None needed

Background Reading

‘Directions 1’ by Ina Taylor (published by Nelson Thornes)

Resources

Student Worksheet 1: The Residents’ Meeting.

Teacher Resource Sheet 1: The Results

Introduction / Starter activity

Draw up with the class the rules of behaviour expected while the presentations are being made and decide on the order in which they will be made (perhaps by drawing numbers from a hat). Explain to students how to use their peer-assessment marking sheet (Student Worksheet 1: The Residents’ Meeting).
Main Activities

Each group makes their presentation in turn.  After each presentation, each group must get together and mark what they have seen and heard, including the group who has just presented and who can do some self-assessment together.

After the final presentation and marking is completed, ask for each group’s results and display them on Teacher Resource Sheet 1: The Results.  Students could be asked to write a short written self-assessment piece on what they have learnt from this exercise. 

As a class go on to discuss the two bullet-pointed questions on the teacher resource sheet.

Plenary

Students write an article for their local newspaper reflecting on their own ideas about responsibility for the environment in the light of their studies.

(This task could be developed and completed for homework.)
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