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5a: [14-16] Environmental Issues

 

Lesson 2 of 3: What do the faiths say? 

Aim of the lesson

· to investigate what one or several faiths say about environmental issues

· to identify key religious views concerning ecology 

· to analyse religious beliefs and values, and surmise to what actions they might lead

Differentiation / Extension

Teachers could divide the class according to ability for group work. 
The research task could be made more difficult for able students by asking them to cover more than one religion or more than one denomination within a religion, and then to compare and contrast what they have discovered.

Assessment

Teachers will find opportunities for assessment during the group presentations.  If research is written up for homework, additional assessment becomes possible. 

Duration:
1 hour lesson with a homework activity or 2 x 1 hour lessons with no homework activity
Timings:

Starter 
 
 5 mins

Main activities  
45mins

Plenary 

10 mins
Age Group:

14 -16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None needed, although it would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None needed

Background Reading

‘What do the churches say?’ (useful resource pack from REToday Services about teachings on the environment across Christian denominations)

Directions: Book 1 [this is a lively RE resource book written by Ina Taylor and published by Nelson Thornes]

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: What should Walton-on-Epping do?

Introduction / Starter activity

Review what the class discovered about the problem of deforestation and over-population during the last lesson.  Introduce this lesson’s task by reading Student Resource Sheet 1: What should Walton-on-Epping do?

Main Activities

Put the students into groups to work on the task. All groups could look at the same religion but tackle different denominations/branches within it, or you could ask them each to tackle a different world faith so that six or more faiths are covered in total.  You may want some groups to research two different /denominations (if first model is used) or two different denominations (if second model is used) identifying and explaining similarities and differences. 

Draw class together to hear each group’s findings so far by focusing on these two questions: 1. What does the religion/denomination you have been given say about ecology?  2. What statements has this religion (or denomination within a religion) issued about how humans should treat the world?

As a group ask students to discuss Question 3 from their resource sheet: Could any of this information help you to involve more townspeople in your attempt to save the forest?  If so, how?

Ask the groups to plan their 10 minute presentations, ensuring that each member of each group has a responsibility for producing part of what they will share with the rest of the class in the next lesson.

Plenary

Ask students to imagine the scene…

You are in a crowded town hall. It is a hot summer’s evening and even with the windows open, everyone is still finding it rather uncomfortable and would rather be at home in the cool of their gardens.   Your presentation is on the agenda tonight.  How will you keep tired and hot people interested and encourage them to play a part in saving the forest? 

Discuss emerging ideas, encouraging students to keep a note of all those which would be helpful for their part in the group presentation next lesson.  Alternatively, create one class list of the emerging ideas together and use it as a starter activity next lesson.

Share your expectations of their forthcoming work by looking together at Student Worksheet 1: The Residents’ Meeting which will be used in Lesson 3 for peer-assessment.
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