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5a: [14-16] Environmental Issues

 

Lesson 1 of 3: Student Resource Sheet 2 What is happening to the environment? 
Deforestation

Did you know?

· A single acre of rainforest can contain as many different plant species as the whole of the UK (around 1,500)

· Despite their importance for biodiversity and ecosystems, we are destroying forests at an unprecedented rate. 

· It's not just the rainforests that are under threat. For example, just five per cent of Finland and Sweden's ancient forests (snow forests) remain. The rest have been converted into plantations.

· If the world population continues to grow by 1% in 1300 years time we will be dead as there won’t be enough land to produce what we would need to each
Your task is to investigate the following 3 questions:

1. Is deforestation a real problem? 

2. What are the risks we run if we allow deforestation to continue in the world at it’s present rate?

3. Is over population a real problem?

Your teacher may provide you with some text books where you can research this issue, but you may also find the following web-sites a useful place to research your topic as well…

www.greenpeace.org.uk 
Look for ‘protection of ancient forests’ – then the following areas are worth looking into: Uncovering ancient forest crime; Forests under threat; The campaign; Forest regions; Forest friendly lifestyle.
www.wwf.org.uk 
Put deforestation into their search this site box, and follow the links
www.foe.co.uk/campaigns  
Click on biodiversity, and read about disappearing forests

Deforestation 
Gives you a useful global map showing deforestation, then at the bottom of the written article is a section called ‘conclusions’ which contains some good points

www.prb.org 
Click on other reports – look for ‘the world’s next population problem’ an article by Bill Butz

www.overpopulation.org 
Read why population matters

www.globalforestwatch.org 
Provides some interactive maps of the places in the world where forests are in danger – Indonesia shows the problem

How to organise yourselves in your group:

· Divide up the 3 questions that you need to report back to the whole class on between yourselves.  Make sure everyone knows what they are looking for information about

· Set a time for your research (15 minutes)

· Come back together as a group and share what you have discovered

· Identify your best points that answer the 3 questions

· Plan your 2 minute presentation – divide out roles so that the whole group is involved.

· Be ready to present!
Science and Religion in Schools – 5a[14-16]: The Environment

