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5a: [14-16] Environmental Issues

 

Lesson 1 of 3: Student Resource Sheet 1 What is happening to the environment? 
How long before the chop?
They were here before we were all born, and they could live for years providing us and future generations with life.  But it looks like these ancients are for the chop!  
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Local residents are up in arms at the proposed government initiative to provide 1000 new homes on ancient forest land.  The government has decided upon Walton-on-Epping as the place for new homes as British population figures reach their highest yet, and a desperate need for more housing is one of many problems facing the government.  Reginald Forest of the government’s ‘homes development department’ stated to this newspaper; “We can understand the issues being raised by local residents, but we have no other choice. This is not the only site in Britain that we are going to have to develop in this way.  We need more homes, and there are still plenty of forests left for the eco balance to be OK in our country.  Chopping down this forest will provide Walton-on-Epping with lots of potential employment opportunities.”

Jonathan Joseph of Walton-on-Epping residents association told us “We feel so strongly that their must be other places where homes can be built.  Destroying our natural forests is a ridiculous short sighted attempt at a solution which in the end will damage our own air quality and the potential lives of future generations.  Trees are essential for us to live and breathe.  This forest has been here longer than we have been, and we should respect it and not kill it.  This is like premeditated murder!”

Residents who wanted to remain nameless told us that they were preparing to do whatever it takes to save these trees.  This reporter does wonder about the long term results of these actions – if the forest is removed what will this mean for nature as well as us, it may be too late when we realise the importance of what we had at Walton-on-Epping.

Simon Johns

Science and Religion in Schools – 5a[14-16]: The Environment

