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4a: 
What does science have to say 
about the beginning of the universe?

 

Lesson 3 of 3: Where is God?

Aim of the lesson 

· to consider whether scientific accounts of the creation/evolution of the universe are reasonable  

· to consider whether scientific accounts of the creation/evolution of the universe negate a belief in God

· to stimulate pupils to reflect on the challenges offered by this unit

Differentiation / Extension

The starter activity is differentiated depending on student abilities.  Other tasks in this lesson are differentiated by outcome.

Assessment

There is opportunity for assessment of student progress within the starter activity as well as in the plenary tasks.

Duration

1 hour lesson

Timings

Starter 20 mins; Main activities 30 mins; Plenary 10 mins

Intended Age
14-16 year olds
Previous knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers will need to read the teacher background notes contained within the overview section, as well as teacher resource notes 1 & 2 contained within lesson 1

Previous knowledge needed by students

To have completed lesson 1 & 2 before embarking on this lesson.

Resources

Student resource 1: The Genesis account

There are a number of relevant video links within Topic One – 1b How does religion make sense of the world? – in which scientists speak of the relationship between science and their faith.

Student resource 2: The Genesis account

Storyboard proforma. This can be used by those pupils who respond better to visual than to literary ways of working.

Introduction / Starter activity

Get the students to re-write account of creation from Genesis 1 in order to correspond more closely to the scientific story. One group could do this in terms of pure science, the other (more advanced?) group to try to include some of the same spiritual messages in their new account.

Main Activities

Either: Give the students the following task: You are God and you wish to design and build a universe in six days, but you want to make the universe look as if it has taken billions of years to evolve. What must you put into the universe to fool the scientists? After this you could discuss if it is plausible that God would wish to go through this deception.  Ask students to share their ideas, and then after a discussion to write up their thoughts.

OR

Construct a debate between pupils. Ask one group to represent the Vatican (you could have a Pope and a Scientific Adviser to the Pope), another to represent the Dalai Lama and his aids, a third to be the Chief Rabbi and a group to represent atheists. Get each group to prepare a statement on the topic – “The scientific story of the evolution of the Universe is so complete that there is no room for a creator God”. Then debate this as a class after a structured preparation time for the different groups. 

Plenary

Ask students to reflect on what they have discovered from this topic?  What do scientists say about the beginnings of the world?  Does this leave any room for God?  These questions could be written up as a piece of formal assessment for Homework or within timed conditions next lesson.
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