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4a: 
What does science have to say 
about the beginning of the universe?

 

Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 2

Glossary of Terms

	Asteroid
	One of thousands of rocky objects normally found between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter

	Brain
	A highly complex collection of nerve cells. The brain is sub-divided into regions which control various aspects of human behaviour. It is also thought to be where our consciousness resides, although this is very mysterious.

	Cell
	A self-contained unit from which all higher biological forms are made. Cell walls or membranes divide cells from each other. Each cell is a little chemical factory carrying out certain functions. Some types of cell have a region, called the nucleus where DNA is found.

	Cluster
	A collection of galaxies

	Distance to the Moon
	384 million metres or about 1.28 light seconds 

	Distance to the Sun
	152 billion metres or about 8 light minutes 

	DNA
	A very complex molecule that is responsible for passing information from one generation to the next. DNA can reproduce itself in chemical reactions. The DNA in our cells contains all the information needed to control the chemical reactions in the cell.

	Galaxy
	A huge collection of stars. Typically galaxies contain a hundred billion stars.

	Gravity
	A universal force that attracts any two objects together. Gravity is actually a very weak force, so it is only when at least one of the objects is very massive (i.e. the Earth or the Sun etc.) that the force of gravity amounts to very much.

	Light year
	The distance that light travels in one year.

	Moon
	A body in orbit round a planet.

	The Moon
	The large body in orbit round the Earth.

	Nebula
	A huge cloud of gas. Nebulae are found in various parts of the galaxy and can mark the death of a star. Alternatively they can be regions where new stars are forming.

	Orbit
	A closed path round which an object continually moves held by gravity.

	Planet
	A body in orbit round a star, that is not an asteroid

	Solar system
	The collection of planets, asteroids, comets and other bodies that are in orbit round our Sun.

	Speed of light
	300 million metres every second. (3 x108 ms-1)

	Star
	A ball of very hot gas held together by gravity. Fission reactions at the star’s core generate the energy by which it shines.

	The Sun
	The nearest star to us. The Earth is in orbit round the Sun, along with the other planets in our solar system.

	Void
	A region of the universe where there are far fewer galaxy clusters than the average.
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