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4a: 
What does science have to say 
about the beginning of the universe?

 

Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 1 

Questions for discussion

Here are some questions that could be raised with a group in response to the scientific story of the universe’s evolution.

1. The scientific account of a universe that started with a Big Bang [might] seem more ‘in tune’ with Christian thinking about the creation than, say, Hindu ideas about the cyclic universe. But is it? What might the relationship[s] be between scientific and religious ideas? 

2. How would you argue against someone who believed that God created the universe a few thousand years ago, with all the fossils etc. in place to persuade us into thinking that the universe was much older? Is there a scientific argument against this, or does the discussion have to be theological?

3. Sometimes you hear people say that the birth of a child is a miracle. Some people say that every sunrise is a miracle. The word miracle is also used to refer to people being cured of serious illnesses after the ‘laying on of hands’. Are these all miracles? Is God able to act in the world so that the normal outcome of laws of nature changes?  

4. If God is not needed in the scientific story of the evolution of the universe, then how can we give an account of God’s interaction with the world? Is this interaction best mediated through the role of people?

5. “God has done something cleverer than create a universe; he has created a universe that can make itself”. What do you make of this comment? 

6. If the brain is nothing but a highly complex set of neurons, each of which is made from the same stuff as the rest of the universe, then what can we make of the idea of a ‘soul?’ [be aware of the difference between Greek & Christian concepts]
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