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Lesson 3: Student Resource Sheet 3

How might a Christian live with the scientific account?

a. Many Christians read the Genesis creation narratives as they would a poem, conscious of language used figuratively. They would certainly look for meaning within the stories but not a literal meaning. The Genesis creation stories, for instance, tackle huge themes like obedience, humanity’s relationship with God, evil and suffering, knowledge, relationships, right and wrong, as well as why we are here at all.
b. Augustine, as far back as the early years of the 5th century AD, read the Genesis ‘days’ of creation in a non-literal way. He argues that God’s plan of creation had been conceived all at once, but that the growth and development of the world would have taken longer than six periods of 24 hours.  He also taught that God created time itself. If St. Augustine, one of the great Fathers of the Church, thought in this way all those centuries ago, the fundamentalist approach to the creation narratives is, arguably, an aberrant modern one.
c. Some Christians see the laws of nature as evidence of an intelligent Creator. To them, the Genesis stories give clues about the nature of this Creator. 

d. For many Christians, religion and science complement each other to give a more complete picture of the world and humanity’s place in it, science dealing with the how questions and religion dealing with the why questions. 

e. For some Christians, the balance of energy and matter in the universe is so delicate that it points to a mastermind behind it all – a Creator. It could not, on this view, have happened by chance - there are just so many things that had to be exactly the way they are on earth for them to be at all, that the ‘God hypothesis’ becomes the only one that fits. 
f. Others say that God works through the laws of nature. These Christians would see evolution, for example, as a mechanism through which God is involved with the world. Many Christians accept the theory of evolution. What’s more there are evolutionary scientists who are also Christians. There are also some scientists who are not so sure that evolutionary theory answers all the questions of how life developed here on earth…..
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