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Lesson 3 of 3: Can you be a scientist and religious?
Aim of the lesson 

· to understand and compare how an issue such as the origin of the world might be approached from the positions of both religious and scientific  fundamentalism 

· to reflect on the ‘middle ground’ which most religious people and many scientists inhabit

Differentiation / Extension

This lesson is differentiated through outcome.

Assessment

There is an opportunity in this lesson for a timed piece of writing for assessment.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
 10 minutes


Main activities  
 40 minutes


Plenary 

 10 minutes
Age Group:
14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

Students need to have completed Lessons 1 and 2 before beginning this one.

Background Reading: None
Resources

Lesson 2 Student Resource Sheet 2: ‘Scientific fundamentalism: some issues.’

Student Resource Sheet 1: Religious Fundamentalism in the 20th century 

Student Resource Sheet 2: Scientific fundamentalism
Student Resource Sheet 3: How might a Christian live with the scientific account?
PowerPoint Presentation: Can you be a Christian and a scientist?
Introduction / Starter activity

In groups of 3, students should re-read together Student Resource Sheet 2 (from Lesson 2): Scientific fundamentalism: some issues.  How would a religious fundamentalist approach an issue such as the origin of the world differently from a scientific fundamentalist?

Main Activities

Still in groups of 3, ask students to take one each of the following positions:

(1) religious fundamentalist

(2) scientific fundamentalist 

(3) A Christian who is also a scientist. 

Give each person the following resources:

(1) Religious fundamentalist: Student Resource Sheet 1: Religious fundamentalism in the 20th century 

(2) Scientific fundamentalist: Student Resource Sheet 2: Scientific fundamentalism
(3) A Christian who is also a scientist: Student Resource Sheet 3: How might a Christian live with the scientific account? 

The students should read their resource notes carefully and think themselves into their respective ‘mind-sets’. Then in role as the ‘character’ they have been given and armed with the arguments and opinions from their resource notes, their challenge is to persuade the other two people in the group that their position is the right one.  

Bring the class back together and allow students to de-brief on what went on in their groups.  Pull out important points and arguments from this discussion that will lead on to this question: ‘You cannot be both a Christian and a scientist.’  How far do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer carefully.

Show PowerPoint Presentation: Can you be a Christian and a scientist? asking students to make notes during the slides to help them prepare their answer to the question above.

Set students to complete for assessment their written response to the question above either for homework or under timed conditions in class.

Plenary

Take a vote on the question. Who would say ‘yes’ and who would say ‘no’, and who is still unsure?  Can the ‘yes’ and ‘no’ students convince any of the ‘not sure’ to change their mind?

Discuss with the students what they have discovered from studying this unit. 
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