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Lesson 2: Student Resource Sheet 1

What is ‘scientific fundamentalism’?

Read the following 6 statements:

a.  
Everything can be explained in scientific terms. 

b.  
Religious truth and belief can be explained by science. 

c.  
Scientific truth is the only absolute truth. 

d.  
One cannot be both religious and a scientist. 

e.  
The scientific method is the only way to arrive at certainty. (Thinking up a hypothesis, setting up experiments, observation, testing the hypothesis.) 

f.   
The term for ‘scientific fundamentalism’ is scientism.
Can you summarise with a partner what you have just read?

Points to consider: 

a. How might a scientific fundamentalist explain emotion? 

b. How do scientific fundamentalists arrive at truth? 

c. Why would it be impossible to find a scientific fundamentalist who was both religious and a scientist? 

d. What do religious fundamentalists and scientific fundamentalists have in common? 

e. What might they be able to agree about? 

f. Why do you think that ‘scientism’ is the term used to describe the attitude of scientific fundamentalism? [Clue: Think of other words you know ending in –ism]
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