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Lesson 2 of 3: Scientific fundamentalism
Aim of the lesson 

· to understand some of the main features of ‘scientific fundamentalism’

· to reflect on scientific fundamentalism in the light of the religious fundamentalism studied during the previous lesson 

Differentiation / Extension

Differentiation in this lesson will be through outcome.

Assessment

There is an opportunity in this lesson for a timed piece of writing for assessment.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
 5 minutes


Main activities  
 45 minutes


Plenary 

 10 minutes
Age Group:
14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

Students need to have completed Lesson 1 before beginning this one.

Background Reading

None

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: 
What is scientific fundamentalism?

Student Resource Sheet 2: 
Scientific fundamentalism: some issues

Introduction / Starter activity

Recap on the key features of religious fundamentalism.  In the light of this, students should be able to have a go at predicting some of the features of scientific fundamentalism.  

Main Activities

Read Student Resource Sheet 1: What is scientific fundamentalism?  Ask students to think about the ‘Points to consider’ on the lower half of the sheet, to discuss them in pairs and then come together as a class and feed back their thoughts.  

As a class, discuss some of the issues to do with scientific fundamentalism, especially the way in which it relies on certain assumptions. Look at Student Resource Sheet 2: Scientific fundamentalism: some issues.  Ask the students to choose two of the six points and then to explore and explain them in their own words before reflecting on what they themselves think about them and the impact they have on the credibility of the scientific fundamentalist position. Students could work on this in pairs or small groups. 

Invite students to help you make a list on the board of things that happen in the universe which science cannot explain.  Are there any?  

Having discussed the suggestions offered, ask students to start thinking about how they would respond to the comment: ‘Science will one day explain everything’.

What arguments both supporting and refuting this statement would need to be included in their answer? In the light of everything you have all been reading and discussing this lesson, create together a list of points on the board to which students can refer as they work.  Then, either for homework or under timed conditions in class, set students to produce for assessment their final written response to the statement: ‘Science will one day explain everything’.

Plenary

Discuss as a class: ‘What similarities are there between fundamentalists in science and religion?’
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