3g: The rise of fundamentalism
[image: image1.png]




Lesson 1 of 3: What is fundamentalism?
Aim of the lesson 

· to learn some of the key features of religious fundamentalism

· to assess the strengths and weaknesses of fundamentalism

Differentiation / Extension

Student Worksheet 2: What is religious fundamentalism? This Could be used as an extension activity for more able students.

Assessment

Students’ written work during this lesson will offer teachers opportunities for assessment.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
 5 minutes


Main activities  
 45 minutes


Plenary 

 10 minutes
Age Group:
14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None

Background Reading

None

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: 
How do Christians understand the Bible?
Student Worksheet 1: 
Religious fundamentalism in the 20th century.
Student Worksheet 2: 
What is religious fundamentalism? 
Introduction / Starter activity

Ask students to brainstorm on what they can tell you about the origin of the world from two different perspectives. These two perspectives might, for example, be a creation narrative from a religious tradition and the Big Bang theory. Whatever two perspectives are chosen, draw out differences/similarities between them once the brainstorm is complete.

Main Activities

Read Student Resource Sheet 1: How do Christians understand the Bible? Think about the statement at the end: ‘Christians have nothing to fear from science.’ 

Discuss it briefly together in the light of the various approaches outlined on the resource sheet before asking students to write their own responses in the yellow box at the bottom of the sheet. 
Following on from this is Student Worksheet 1: Religious fundamentalism in the 20th century.  This highlights some of the main reasons why change can be fearful.

Ask students to think about the questions at the end of the sheet. They could discuss them in small groups, having been assigned one or two of the questions (Questions 4 and 5 should perhaps be dealt with together) on which to focus.

Read Student Worksheet 2: What is religious fundamentalism? Go through each of the seven suggested definitions slowly and carefully as a class before looking together at the ‘Points to consider’ below them. Alternatively, you might prefer to use these ‘Points to consider’ as an extension activity for more able students. 

It is important to remember that, like any other sort of belief, there are different shades or levels of fundamentalism, some much more rigid than others. 

Plenary

Ask students to summarise in their own words what they understand by the term ‘religious fundamentalism’. 

Discuss what different students have written.  Can they improve their work?  Give them time to rework it in the light of the class discussion.
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