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Lesson 2: Student Resource Sheet 2

How did people react to Darwin’s theory?

Table showing favourable / unfavourable responses to Darwin’s theory:

	Favourable 


	Unfavourable 

	
	

	Darwin had observed a lot of animal life and came to a sound conclusion. 
	The Bible cannot be wrong! What it says is what it means. If we do not accept one bit, then what about the rest? 



	
	

	The creation story is not a minute by minute ‘history’ of how the world came into being. The Bible contains metaphor and poetry as well as history. Darwin’s ideas do not threaten religious beliefs about God creating the world. 
	The earth is actually too young to have allowed for evolution. Bishop Ussher has calculated from the Bible that the earth was created in 4004 BC. 

	
	

	God chose evolution as the way to create life. Darwin has merely discovered God’s greatness. We now understand God better than before. 
	If we and apes have a common ancestor then we are not special and made in the ‘image of God’ as the Bible says. That makes us equal to all other animals – and all other animals equal to us! 

	
	

	At last we have a truly scientific explanation of the world and life itself. We no longer need a religious account. We have entered the modern world. 
	Does Darwin’s theory mean that the weak are not meant to survive? Some people might use this as an excuse to treat others badly. 
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