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Lesson 2 of 3: How was Darwin’s theory received?
Aim of the lesson 

· to understand the reaction of some Christians to Darwin’s theory of evolution

· to reflect on how Darwin’s theory was affected by religious beliefs of the day

· to distinguish between evolution as a real process and natural selection as a possible mechanism to explain that process

Differentiation / Extension

This lesson will be differentiated through outcome.

Assessment

The newspaper letter or article produced by students in this lesson offers an opportunity for teachers to assess written work.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
 5 minutes


Main activities  
 50 minutes


Plenary 

 5 minutes
Age Group:
13-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None, but they need already to have completed Lesson 1 in this unit.

Background Reading

See reading list in overview section

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: 
Who might think this?
Student Resource Sheet 2: 
How did people react to Darwin’s theory?
Introduction / Starter activity

Ask students to look at the collection of responses to Darwin in the speech bubbles on Student Resource Sheet 1: Who might think this?  Which of them are religious responses? 

Main Activities

Ask students to explain two of the responses to Darwin which they have characterised as religious - one which rejects his theory and one which is happy to embrace it. 

Then ask students in pairs to put all the quotations in order starting with the one with which they think Darwin would have been most concerned and ending with the one with which they think he would have been most pleased. He was of course quite sensitive to how his ideas were received by others at the time.

Supported by Student Resource Sheet 2: How did people react to Darwin’s theory? ask students to examine some of the types of response made to Darwin when his views became known. Challenge them to use some of these to create a balanced article as if written by a journalist in 1859, the year Darwin’s book was published.  Because it is to be a balanced article, it will give space to very differing views! 

Plan the article as a class, leaving key points displayed on the board for later reference. Remind students to be conscious of those for whom they are writing – mostly men in Victorian England. And what existing beliefs about the world, its creation and humanity’s place in it will almost all those readers bring to their reading? (You might be able to use ICT effectively here.)

Plenary

Ask students to reflect upon how they would answer the question, ‘Is evolution a theory or a fact, or both?’ 

Was it possible to accept the ‘fact’ of evolution without accepting Darwin’s mechanism of natural selection?
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