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Lesson 2: Student Worksheet 1
Mechanism and environmental ethics


Look at this list of descriptions:

Rational / Emotional

Powerful / Submissive

Mysterious / Source of Knowledge

Accepting / Questioning

Source of Explanation / Source of Awe and Wonder

Controlling / Sharing

Light / Dark

Put a ring round the words which you think describe attributes of SCIENCE.

Now draw a line under the words which describe a traditional Christian understanding of the attributes of GOD.

What have you found out? Write your answer here.

Historically, western culture is patriarchal. This means that men have held most of the positions of power. Would you say that the words you have ringed and underlined give us a mainly masculine image?

Would you find it strange to describe God using the words you have not underlined?

Why do you think this is? Write your answer here.

Many people are beginning to look at the language used in science, and to see that it reflects the scientific will to dominate and control nature.

Do you think the ideas of a mechanical universe, and of a God with mainly male attributes, helped to justify the exploitation of nature?

If so, which of the following arguments do you think would have been used? 
Tick those you think a mechanist of the 18th century would have supported.

· If everything in nature is mechanical, (apart from the human soul) then humans do not have to worry about other entities having feelings or rights
· If humans have been singled out by God as ‘top dog’ then they have been given power to do what they want
· If humans are made in God’s image, they have, or want, some of the same characteristics of God, such as reason, power and the ability to rule over others
The mechanistic view has affected both scientific and religious thought and action in the past, and it still casts its shadow over us today. 
Now we need to think of the future.
Science and Religion in Schools – 3e: Mechanism

