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Lesson 2: Student Resource Sheet 3

A quotation

Read this passage. 
‘I believe that a theology of nature must draw from both science and religion in the task of formulating an environmental ethics relevant to today’s world.

Only science can supply the data for evaluating threats to the environment arising from our technologies and our lifestyles, but religious beliefs can significantly affect our attitudes towards nature and our motivation for action. Environmentalists have rightly criticised classical Christianity for drawing too sharp a line between human and non-human nature.’

This is tough stuff! The author (Ian Barbour in When science meets religion) is saying how and why science and religion need to work together. ‘Formulating an environmental ethics’ means agreeing principles and rules for human interaction with, and care for the environment.

Can you explain what he is saying, in your own words?

What science can do:

What religion can do:

What Christianity needs to stop doing:

Do science and religion need to work together?

What do you think? Write your answer here.
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