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3d: Christianity and modern science

Lesson 2: Student Resource Sheet 

Galileo in conflict
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In your group you must identify the reasons for the conflict and answer the following questions:-

Why did parts of the Roman Catholic Church feel so threatened by Galileo’s theories? What did they feel was particularly under threat?

To help you your teacher will give you copies of the relevant pages from these books:

· A Lion Handbook – The History of Christianity (Lion Publishing 1990)

· The Simpsons and Philosophy Irwin  Conard and Skoble (Open Court)

· Pooh and the Philosophers J Tyerman Williams (Methuen)

· World Book Multimedia Encyclopaedia 2004

Divide them between you, ensuring that every member of your group understands what you are looking for. Make sure that you all have some paper to note down important points that answer the question.

Then if you have internet access in your classroom go to the following sites.  Otherwise you teacher may have this information already printed out for you ready to read:

a. http://www.lucidcafe.com/library/96feb/galileo.html
b. http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Mathematicians/Galileo.html
c. http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Quotations/Galileo.html
d. http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/PictDisplay/Galileo.html
After you have all read the different resources, come back together and quickly share the information that is relevant to answering the question.

Then decide together what points you want to share with the whole class.
Image Credit: www.astromica.org
