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3d: Christianity and modern science

Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 1
Galileo and the church

Questions on the Galileo affair
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1. What sort of job did Galileo do?

2. What had Copernicus suggested which appealed to Galileo?

3. Why did some people at the time find this very threatening?

4. What kind of personality did Galileo have and what evidence can you give?

5. Did all the important church leaders disagree with Galileo?

6. What did some sympathetic supporters of Galileo suggest he do with his views in order to make them less threatening?

7. Do you think Galileo found this easy to do?  Explain your view.

8. Galileo then went and blew it!  What did he do?

9. What do you imagine the dispute was really about?

10. Was Galileo’s punishment fair? Try to see it from the Church’s viewpoint too.

Extension ideas

· Find out more detail about Copernicus and what he did.

· What were the Reformation and Counter Reformation?  How might they have affected Galileo and his dispute with the Church in Rome?

· Develop a better understanding of what Galileo actually achieved as a scientist and mathematician.  Assess his contribution for our understanding today.

Discussion and Debate

How far can a theory ever be thought of as factual?

Image Credit: www.astronima.com 

Science and Religion in Schools – 3d: Christianity and modern science


