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Unit Overview

Background information / abstract

This module is based upon the thinking of several key figures in Ancient Greece and their quest to understand the universe around them. What unites them is their search for the principle that lies behind everything seen and experienced. An important theme is the fact of ‘change’. 
Background information

Some philosophers in ancient Greece explained changes in natural events by suggesting that water was the underlying principle. Others suggested that fire was the principle which, in some way, lay behind and in and through all things.  What is shared by all the ancient Greek thinkers covered in this module is a creative imagination and an enthusiasm to get behind the way things appear. They are bound together by their burning desire to know the answer to the question: Why does everything seems to change in this universe of ours? What is behind it all? 

What also emerges from this module is the realisation that still today, scientists and religious thinkers are attempting to answer very similar questions and are using ideas and language often not far removed from that employed by the ancient Greeks thousands of years ago.  

Teacher support materials

The world of Parmenides by Karl Popper (Routledge) includes writings on Greek science, philosophy and history

Early Greek Science: Thales to Aristotle by Geoffrey Lloyd (Norton)

Greek Science after Aristotle by Geoffrey Lloyd (Norton)

You should also refer to the Key Stage 3 overview for more information.

Aims of the topic

At the end of the topic most students will have:

· understood how thinkers in ancient Greece tried to understand what principles governed the universe

· understood the relationship in ancient Greece between religion and natural theories about the world 

· reflected on whether or not science and religion were in conflict in ancient Greece and whether or not they are in conflict today in the 21st century

Some will not have progressed as far but will have:

· understood how one thinker in ancient Greece tried to understand what principles governed the universe

· understood something of the relationship in ancient Greece between religion and natural theories about the world 

· reflected on whether or not science and religion were in conflict in ancient Greece and whether or not they are in conflict today in the 21st century

Others will have progressed further and will have:

· understood in some detail how thinkers in ancient Greece tried to understand what principles governed the universe 

· understood in some depth the relationship in ancient Greece between religion and natural theories about the world 

· reflected on whether or not science and religion were in conflict in ancient Greece and whether or not they are in conflict today in the 21st century

Key Questions

· What did the ancient Greeks believe about how the world works?

· What was the relationship between religion and science at this time?

· Was religion seen as a negative or a positive influence in thinking and discovery?

Learning Objectives / Outcomes

· to understand how thinkers in ancient Greece tried to understand what principles governed the universe

· to understand the relationship in ancient Greece between religion and natural theories about the world 

· to reflect on whether or not science and religion were in conflict in ancient Greece and whether or not they are in conflict today in the 21st century
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