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3b: [14-16] The Greeks


Lesson 2 of 2: What about religion in ancient Greece?

Aim of the lesson 

· to understand the relationship between natural theories about the world and religion in ancient Greece

· to reflect on whether or not science and religion are in conflict - both in ancient Greece and in the 21st century

Differentiation / Extension

Grouping students according to ability will offer teachers opportunities for differentiation. Otherwise, differentiation will be through outcome.

Assessment

There is an opportunity at the end of this lesson/unit for the students to produce an extended piece of written work for formal assessment. 

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
   5 mins 


Main activities  
 35 mins 


Plenary 

 20 mins
Age Group:
14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful for students to have completed Lesson 1 before starting this one. 

Background Reading

None

Resources

Student PowerPoint Presentation: 
The Greek gods
Student Resource Sheet 1: 
A brief introduction to Ancient Greek Religion
Introduction / Starter activity

Show to the class Student PowerPoint Presentation: The Greek gods.  Invite students to share their first impressions. What have they learnt about Ancient Greek beliefs from it that they didn’t know already?

If you have access to the internet you might like to show the students the following sites

· http://www.religionfacts.com/greek_religion/gods/olympians.htm 
· http://www.mythweb.com/ 
Main Activities

Having read Student Resource Sheet 1: A brief introduction to Ancient Greek Religion, ask students in pairs to research religious beliefs in ancient Greece using resources supplied by you.  Their task is to write a description of religious life in early Greece including information about gods/goddesses and how they were worshipped.  

Ask the students to go back to their work from last lesson on Greek philosophers and their various theories about the universe and to look in their thinking for any allusion to religious ideas.  Can they find any? What do they conclude? Would the philosophers have been aware of conflict between traditional religious beliefs and their own thinking about the universe?  If so, did they develop their own line of religious thinking in the light of their philosophies? Can students find any evidence for this? 

Discuss together how it might have been possible for Empedocles to have believed that the gods were in control of everything that happened and still hold the four element theory.  Would he have been confused by these different ways of describing the universe or would he have been able to let them sit quite comfortably side by side?

Plenary

In the 21st century, many people see religious and scientific beliefs as being in conflict with each other.  Why do you think this might be?  What might some of the philosophers from ancient Greece make of this?

Discuss these questions together before setting students to produce a developed written response to these questions. 
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