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3b: [14-16] The Greeks


Lesson 1 of 2: Greek thinkers

Aim of the lesson

· to understand how thinkers in ancient Greece tried to understand what laws and principles governed the universe

Differentiation / Extension

Grouping students according to ability will offer teachers opportunities for differentiation. An extension activity is offered at the end of the lesson plan.

Assessment

Teachers will be able to monitor students’ levels of understanding though their responses to the resource sheets and the way in which they complete the related worksheet. Plenary questions may be used to form the basis of an assessed piece of written work.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
   5 mins 


Main activities  
 40 mins 


Plenary 

 15 mins
Age Group:
14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None

Previous knowledge needed by students

None

Background Reading

Extensive information about these philosophers can be found on the Wikipedia site at www.wikipedia.org 

Resources

Student PowerPoint Presentation 1: 
The Greeks
Student Resource Sheet 1: 
Thales
Student Resource Sheet 2: 
Aristotle
Student Resource Sheet 3: 
Pythagoras
Student Resource Sheet 4: 
Democritus 

Student Resource Sheet 5: 
Anaximenes 
Student Resource Sheet 6: 
Empedocles
Student Resource Sheet 7: 
Ptolemy
Student Worksheet 1: 
Basic Information

Introduction / Starter activity

Show Student PowerPoint Presentation 1: The Greeks.  Invite students to share their first impressions. What have they learnt from it?

Main Activities

Divide students into seven working groups, handing to each group one of Student Resource Sheets 1-7:

Student Resource Sheet 1: Thales

Student Resource Sheet 2: Aristotle

Student Resource Sheet 3: Pythagoras

Student Resource Sheet 4: Democritus 

Student Resource Sheet 5: Anaximenes
Student Resource Sheet 6: Empedocles
Student Resource Sheet 7: Ptolemy
If you wish, group students according to ability. This will allow you to differentiate the task you set each group. Some may need the challenge of looking at more than one philosopher, for example: others may benefit from additional support while they are working.

Give to each student Student Worksheet 1: Basic Information before asking the seven small groups to share the salient features of ‘their’ philosopher with the rest of the class.  As each group feeds back, individual students complete their worksheet following the example given.

Once the worksheets are completed, ask students to select the three figures they find most interesting and, in writing, to explain their thinking in greater depth than the worksheet space allowed. (Make copies of the seven worksheets available for them.) Students should include some suggestions as to the basis on which each philosopher devised his particular theory.  Did he use common sense?  Observations?  Experiments?  Experience?

Plenary

Ask students which ideas resonate most with 21st century thinking?  Are there some theories that are on the same lines as some modern science?  Students should explain their answers, in writing and for assessment if you wish.

Extension task:  Find out the difference between deductive and inductive thinking.  Which were the ancient Greeks using?
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