
2b: What is real?
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Lesson 3: Student worksheet 1

Models in science and religion
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The atom as solar system
Electricity flowing like water
light is like a wave

Choose one of the three models above and in two columns, ‘A’ and ‘B’ below, think about your chosen model’s positive attributes, and if it has any negative attributes.



    Positive attributes



    Negative attributes


1. Do you think the model works?

2. God is often portrayed in religion as ‘Father’, ‘Shield’, ‘Shepherd’, ‘Rock’, ‘Anchor’, or ‘Light’.  Are these descriptions ‘models’ in the same way as the examples from science?

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

‘IN THE BEGINNING’

According to a new Gallup Poll, the percentage of Americans who believe:

	STRICT CREATIONIST VIEW

God created man pretty much in his present form at one time within the last 10,000 years.

All Americans 

Men

Women

College graduates

No high-school diploma

Income above $50,000

Income below $20,000

Whites

Blacks


	47%

39%

53%

25%

65%

29%

59%

46%

53%
	CENTRIST VIEW

Man has developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life, but God guided this process, including man’s creation.

All Americans 

Men

Women

College graduates

No high-school diploma

Income above $50,000

Income below $20,000

Whites

Blacks


	40%

45%

36%

54%

23%

50%

28%

40%

41%
	NATURALIST VIEW

Man has developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life.  God had no part in this process.

All Americans 

Men

Women

College graduates

No high-school diploma

Income above $50,000

Income below $20,000

Whites

Blacks

The Gallup Organization’s poll was conducted November 21-24. Note: The numbers do not total 100% because some respondents answered “I don’t know”.


	9%

11.5%

6.6%

16.5%

4.6%

17%

6.5%

9%

4%



The strict ‘creationist’ model, the ‘centrist’ model, and the ‘naturalist’ model all have supporters, as you can see. Looking at the data above what conclusions can you drawn between the figures and the models of understanding creation?

For example – More people believe that God created that world than in evolution. This shows a particular understanding of the creation story in Genesis.  
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