
2b: What is real?
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Lesson 3: Student Extension Sheet 1

Models in science and religion

A)  Here is a poem for you to have a go at! – R. S. Thomas’ – ‘The Game’
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THE GAME

It is the play of a being

who is not serious in

his conclusions. Take this

from that, he says, and there is everything

left. Look over the edge

of the universe and you see

your own face staring

at you back, as it does

in a pool. And we are forced

into the game, reluctant

contestants; though the mathematicians

are best at it. Never mind, they

say, whether it is there

or not, so long as our like

can use it. And we are shattered

by their deductions. There is

a series that is without

end, yet the rules are built

on the impossibility of

its existence.

From R.S. Thomas ‘Later Poems’. 1972-1982. Papermac. Macmillan (1983)

1. What do you think ‘the game’ is?

2. What do you think R.S. Thomas means by the line – ‘though the mathematicians are best at it’?

3. What do you feel is being said by the “rules being built on the impossibility of (the game’s) existence?”

B)  Have a look at this verse from the hymn ‘For all the Saints’ by W.Wlasham How (1823-97)

‘Thou wast their rock, their fortress and their might,

thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight

thou in their darkness drear their one true light’.

1. What images of God are used in this Christian hymn?

2. Do you think they are helpful images? If so, in what ways? Or do you think they are unhelpful, or somewhere in between? Explain your views.
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