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Lesson 1: Student Extension Sheet

WHAT IS REAL?

EXTENSION WORK

Read the following poem by Wendy Cope, a modern poet.

He Tells Her

He tells her that the earth is flat –

He knows the facts, and that is that.

In altercations fierce and long

She tries her best to prove him wrong.

But he has learned to argue well.

He calls her arguments unsound

And often asks her not to yell.

She cannot win. He stands his ground.

The planet goes on being round.

1
What is this poem trying to say? 

2
What do you think it has to do with the question ‘What is real’? 
Explain your views.

Source: In ‘A Survival Kit for Modern Life’ 101 Poems. Ed. Daisy Goodwin. 

Harper Collins. 2000. ISBN 0 00710650 5. P 68).
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