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Lesson 2 of 2: Is explanation similar in both science and religion?

Aim of the lesson 

· To clarify the meaning of explanation as a means of making things clear
· To enable pupils to have a clear understanding of the distinctive contribution that different subjects make to human knowledge
· To promote understanding of similarities and differences between Science and RE
Differentiation / Extension

Differentiation will take place in this lesson through outcome.

Assessment

There is an opportunity for a formal piece of evaluation at the end of this lesson.

Duration

1 hour lesson

Timings

Starter 20 mins; Main activities 35 mins; Plenary 5 mins

Intended Age
14-16 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if teachers had read the background notes for teachers contained in the overview section for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None

Background Reading

None

Resources

Student Worksheet 1: Can you match these?
Student Worksheet 2: Which dimension are you in? 
PowerPoint presentation: How do they explain that? 

Introduction / Starter activity

Set students an experiment to do – for example it could be that they have to test the pH value of soap and other household materials to see which are safe for our hands to touch and which are not.  This experiment could be anything which involves the pupils practically testing something which will provide them with a range of results.  At the end of the experiment ask one group or pair to explain their results to the rest of the class.  Discover whether everyone in the class got the same results. If so why? If not why do the differences ,however slight, exist?

Main Activities

Link the starter activity to last week’s lesson on explanation.  Using Power Point Presentation: How do they explain that? talk through with the students how Science and Religion use different methods to explain things.

Ask students to complete the tasks on Student Worksheet 1: How can we explain things?  
Give out Student Worksheet 2: Which dimension are you in? 

Access to the internet is needed for this worksheet. 

The final question on the worksheet is an evaluation question which you will need to unpack with your class before they can attempt to answer it themselves.  It  asks how our world view (the things that we believe in and value) affects what we see and understand in the world.  Consider the following example:- two people see a piano falling from the roof of a block of flats and at the same time, notice that, directly underneath, is a baby in a pram. Just as it looks as if the piano will flatten the baby,  the pram moves. If one of them believes in God, they may attribute the moving of the pram to divine intervention.  The other person, a non-believer, may want to try to find rational explanations for the event. The point here is that whatever our world view, it profoundly affects our understanding of the world around us. 

http://nedwww.ipac.caltech.edu/level5/Abbott/Abbott_contents.html
This link takes you to a novel called ‘Flatlands’ written over a century ago by Edwin A. Abbott. Subtitled 'A Romance of Many Dimensions', it tells the story of a community of people who live in two dimensions and who are, therefore, unable to conceive of a third dimension. The entire text is now available online, and it is certainly worth a read if you are curious about the possibility of more dimensions.

Plenary

Ask students to reflect on the similarities and differences between Science and RE in their approaches to discovering and explaining truth.
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