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Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 3

Can you match these?

Look below at the 7 different definitions of an explanation, can you match them to the 7 different examples?

1. Deductive: conclusions follow logically from initial conditions plus laws

2. Probabilistic: inferences that something is more probable

3. Causal: similar to deductive, explaining cause in mechanistic terms

4. Functional: What is such and such for?

5. Purposive: Why a person or organisation performed an action

6. Teleological: the goal-directed explanation - 'tendency to fulfill its own nature'

7. Genetic: lengthy accounts of a sequence of events leading up to something 

a) Jonny was really angry with his sister so as he left the room he slammed the door behind him.  His sister Ellie sat quietly in the room and cried. She felt Jonny was being unfair; she hadn’t taken and lost his latest computer game.  Their mother heard the door slam and came to see what was going on. She saw Jonny going up the stairs and tried to stop him - but he was too angry to hear her, and went straight into his bedroom.  As he shut the door behind him, and sat on the floor in a heap he saw what he had been looking for - his game had fallen down the back of his table, and was stuck between the cables and the floor.  ‘Oh dear! If only I hadn’t been so quick to accuse Ellie!’ thought Jonny.

b) I think that this piece of cork will float on the water rather than sink, because other objects similar to it have floated.

c) Jonny was angry with his sister so as he left the room he slammed the door behind him.

d) If I toss this coin in the air 20 times and allow it to land, I think that 10 times it will land on head and 10 times it will land on tails.

e) A screw driver is for unscrewing or screwing screws out of or into something.

f) A strawberry plant will always try and grow flowers so it can produce strawberries no matter how many time you pick off a flower, the plant will work to grow another one.

g) The height to which a ball travels into the air before gravity pulls it back down    to earth, depends on how much energy I give it when I throw it.
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