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How do scientists make sense


of the world?



Lesson 2: Student Work Sheet 1

Changing Times, Changing ideas

True or false?

Read about the three scientists on the pupil information sheet.

Now choose ‘true’ or ‘false’ for these statements (write T or F after each one)

	
	
	 TRUE
	  FALSE
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	T.H.Huxley was the son of a village blacksmith.
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	John Ray was a Christian.
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	J.C. Maxwell was the first Cavendish Laboratory professor.


	
	

	
	There was a common strand running through the minds of Ray, Maxwell and Huxley. It was that science should be studied at university.


	
	

	
	John Ray was on the King’s side in the Civil War between king and parliament.


	
	

	
	Ten young scientists formed the X – Club.


	
	

	
	Ray and Maxwell were both Christians and thought that learning about how the world works brought them closer to an understanding of God, as well as increasing human reason.


	
	

	
	The Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge is where students at Cambridge University have learned about physics. (Nowadays they go to the  ‘New Cavendish’.)


	
	

	
	John Ray was an atheist.


	
	

	
	T.H. Huxley died at the beginning of the 20th century.


	
	

	
	Before the 1870’s, when the Cavendish Laboratory was set up, science experimentation was not thought to be important for students.


	
	

	
	T.H. Huxley did not like being called an atheist. He invented the word  

‘agnostic’ to describe his own beliefs.
	
	


How did you score?
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