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Lesson Plan 3 of 3: Presentations on medical issues
Aim of the lesson

· to deepen students’ understanding of the power of medical science to have an impact on the issue of what it is to be human

· to consider whether medical science should be allowed to do all that it can do or whether some interventions are wrong

· to give students the opportunity to develop their presentational skills, their listening skills and their appreciation of the views of others.

Differentiation / Extension

Use as many questions as you can that draw out higher order thinking skills, particularly follow-up questions that challenge students to explain their opinions and to identify the underlying assumptions or beliefs driving their answers. Then, using this experience of analysing their own decision–making processes, encourage students to consider the processes by which society at large arrives at judgements about what is or is not acceptable. 

Assessment

Observe interaction between students. Look for awareness of group process, reasoning skills and clear identification/understanding of key issues and implications.
Duration:

1 hour lesson

Timings:

Starter 
 
  5 minutes 

Main activities  
40 minutes

Plenary 

10 minutes
Age Group:

13/14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None needed, although it would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students: 

Previous two lessons

Introduction / Starter activity

Briefly recap the previous two lessons and explain that this lesson completes the unit. Get them swiftly into their groups to do the final preparations for their presentations to the rest of the class.  Remind them to focus on:

1. The key facts around the medical issue they are researching
2. The ways in which they think medicine should help people affected by this issue 
3. The limits which they think should be placed on medical interventions in this area and the reasons behind their thinking
4. The wider ethical debate surrounding the issue they have been exploring
Main Activities

Group presentations.

Decide with your students whether questions will be taken at the end of each presentation or whether all the presentations will be heard before any questions or discussion.

Establish an atmosphere in which other people’s views are respected and in which it is acceptable to take risks with ideas and to be frank about personal opinions. This is a chance for everyone to look hard at their own assumptions and beliefs as they listen and learn from each other. Encourage active engagement with each presentation by asking students as they listen to jot down what they agree/disagree with and why.

Plenary

As a whole class draw out common themes by asking questions such as:

How did you respond to the presentation(s) you have just heard? Do you agree with the conclusions drawn? 
Can we agree common principles when considering medical ethical questions?  If so what are they?
Which is the most difficult topic to agree on and why?
 
Ask each student to write down and explain the big issues that have come out of the topic for them.
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