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Lesson 2 Work Sheet 1

Donor Cards

Go through this sheet as a group so that at the end you can summarise for the rest of the class:

1. What are the key facts around the medical issue your group is researching?
2. What things do you think medicine should do to help people in this area?
3. What limits do you think should be placed on medical interventions in this area?

4. Why?
5. What are the ethical issues that people disagree over?
 
Information on Organ Transplants:
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Most transplants are taken from a dead donor very soon after their death. Permission has to be obtained from a relative unless the person was carrying a donor card.

A kidney and bone marrow may be taken from a live donor. For this to be successful there must be a good match or the organ could be rejected by the host’s body.

Many people today carry a donor card. They are found in shops, doctor’s surgeries and hospitals. Some people have suggested that everyone should be expected to donate certain organs unless they carry a card saying they will not. This would ensure more organs are available and avoid the trauma of a family having to make a decision at a difficult time.  Recently scientists have been working on developing techniques for implanting sections of material from animals such as pig heart valves as there is a shortage of human donors.

Some of the difficult issues about organ transplants are as follows:

· They are expensive. Could the money be better used on MORE patients with less serious illnesses? 

· Fewer transplants would mean more money for other medical services.

· Is there a possibility that some families may be pressurised into donating organs?

· Might a life support machine be turned off if someone else is waiting for their organ?

· If there is limited money is it right that doctors should have to decide who to treat?

· Should patients dying be kept alive purely so parts of the body may be used for transplants?

· Should patients be paid to donate a kidney?

· Should everyone be required to carry a donor card unless they request otherwise?

· Is it better to get over the problem of a lack of organs by using animal parts rather than risk someone dying through lack of a transplant organ?

· If animal organs are used is this unfair on the animal (who had no choice)?

· Is a human being still fully human if he/ she has part of an animal inside them?

To help you think through some of these difficult questions carry out the following activities

Activity A: Viewpoints on Transplants

	All life is sacred and should be treated with respect.

(All religions) 
	Jesus was a healer so anything that will help to heal is acceptable.

(Methodist Church)


	Organs for transplant must be given freely.

(All religions)



	The body is a gift from god and therefore should not be cut up or defiled for transplants. 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses)


	Transplants that do not require research on embryos are acceptable.

(Roman Catholic)
	Relief of suffering is important.

(Hindu)



	Blood Transfusions may not be acceptable which would make transplants impossible.  Some may leave these aspects of life to the will of God and not accept a transfusion.

(Minority religious view Jehovah’s Witnesses)
	The Tenakh teaches that everything should be done to cure disease but cloning would be unacceptable.

(Jewish)


	Organs taken from dead or living people can be used to save life.

(Sikh)



	We should be free to make up are own minds about transplants but killing is wrong.

(Buddhist)


	An animal can be killed in order to use its organs for human transplant.


	A human being is still fully human if s/he contains animal parts




Cut out the cards. Stick those you agree with on one side of a page and those you

disagree with on the other side under suitable headings.

N.B. These viewpoints are only representative of some of the views on the issues. Also, some may be attributed to one religion but it will not necessarily be only that religion that holds this view. In addition, these are mainstream positions and you will always find individuals and groups of believers who disagree with the party line.

Activity B: Transplants: What do I think?

Look at each of the scenarios below and think about what you believe.  Score how strongly you agree or disagree.  5= strongly agree.  1=strongly disagree.  Jot down your comments and reasons for your answer.

	VIEWPOINT
	AGREE/

DISAGREE


	COMMENTS / REASONS  



	1. A possible donor has been killed in a motor cycle accident. Their heart and lungs should be used for transplants,


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	2. A family have been told that their daughter who is on a life support machine has died.  The life support machine will be turned off. Should organs be used for transplants?


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	3. The kidney of the daughter can be used for a transplant. The family must be asked immediately.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	4. A doctor may be able to grow a new kidney for transplant use after years of research using embryos. Research should be allowed.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	5. Everyone should be expected to donate organs for transplant after their death. No consent should be required.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	6. A Muslim refuses to allow their son’s eyes to be used for a transplant as the body belongs to Allah.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	7. Material from pig’s heart is used for treating a patient for whom no donor is available


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	8. An Indian mother accepts money for one of her kidneys. This money will pay for food for her starving family. The kidney will be used illegally.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	9. The law in England should be changed to allow the selling and buying of spare kidneys.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	10. A Jehovah’s Witness is forced by law to accept a transplant (including a blood transfusion) for their child who is dying.


	1 2 3 4 5


	

	11. Any transplant is acceptable if it saves a life.


	1 2 3 4 5


	


In your research group compare your score with the rest of the group.

· Are there any similarities and differences between your results and the rest of the group?  If so where?  

· Are any issues unacceptable to the majority of you?  Is so which?  Why do you think this is?

Once you have had a go at both activities come back to the questions 1-5 at the top of the sheet.  Decide how you are going to give your answers to these to the rest of the class.  Is there any thing else you need to check out or find out or discuss? 

If you need to look up further material on the internet type in to your “search” box “organs transplants”.  This will give you a lot of sites to look at.  The most useful ones will probably be:

· NHS UK Transplant site which has information about organ donors in this country

· BBC News which will give you recent stories about transplant cases

· RDS which is an organisation set up to justify animal research in medicine

· Bioethics web which looks at various medical ethical issues.

Plan what you will say to the class.
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