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Lesson Plan 2 of 3: Research into medical issues

Aim of the lesson

· to deepen students’ understanding of the power of medical science to have an impact on the issue of what it is to be human

· to consider whether medical science should be allowed to do all that it can do or whether some interventions are wrong

· to give students the opportunity to develop their listening skills during group work and to learn to appreciate the views of others.

Differentiation / Extension

During the group research, circulate to check that students are working well as a group and that each group member has a voice as well as sensitive ears. 

By way of extension, ask how much of a person can be replaced (through transplants) before they cease to be the original person.  Also challenge students to consider whether a human clone is as human as its original. 

Assessment

Observe interaction between students. Look for awareness of group process, reasoning skills and clear identification/understanding of key issues and implications.
Duration:

1 hour lesson

Timings

Starter 
 
5 minutes

Main activities  
40 minutes

Plenary 

5 minutes
Homework-setting
10 minutes
Age Group:

13/14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.
Previous knowledge needed by students: 

Previous lesson

Background Reading: 

If desired, both teachers and students could do a web search prior to lesson.

Resources

Student Worksheet 1: Organ transplants

Student Worksheet 2: Cloning

Introduction / Starter activity

Remind students of last lesson’s activity.  Recap their worst fears and best hopes for medicine with quick fire questioning round the class – target particular students and give thinking time for responses.  If students were divided into groups last lesson and started research for homework, ask a few groups to share with everyone else one sentence which sums up the most exciting controversial issue in their topic so far.

Main Activities

Group research

If class was not set homework:  Divide the class into half (then subdivide into smaller groups).  Each half will research one of two topics (cloning and organ transplants) and then present their findings to the whole class.   Hand out the appropriate resource sheets - Student Worksheet 1: Organ transplants or Student Worksheet 2: Cloning.  

Stress that, after becoming familiar with the topic helped by the relevant work sheets, the aim is to be able to summarise for the rest of the class:

· The key facts around the medical issue being researched by your group
· The ways in which your group thinks medicine should help people affected by this issue 
· The limits which your group thinks should be placed on medical interventions in this area and the reasons behind your thinking
· The wider ethical debate surrounding your medical issue
 
Get them straight into the exploration as quickly as possible.  You may want to have IT available for student research but this can sometimes be a distraction.  You will need to circulate and check that students do not get too bogged down in the huge and difficult issues they are tackling.  Make sure they spend enough time thinking about limits and ethical issues.

Plenary

Ask each group to briefly reflect on process (not content) and estimate how much more time they will need at the start of the next lesson before presenting to the rest of the class.   Agree this time and lead into setting homework to prepare.

Homework

Give them a few more minutes in their groups to agree who will do what for homework so that they are ready for the presentations.  They may still need to check out some facts or agree who will take responsibility for certain aspects of the presentation.
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