5c: Medical Issues
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Lesson 1 Work Sheet 1

“Trust me I’m a doctor”
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Imagine yourself 25 years into the future when you are middle aged!  You have been given the power to decide what medical interventions should and shouldn’t be allowed in the next 25 years.  As a group listen to each other and agree what medical interventions should and shouldn’t be allowed to take place.

Here is a list of possible interventions to start you off.  Put an “A” by those you agree with and a “B” by those you would not like to see happen.  Add any others you can think of to the list.  When you have finished copy all those labelled “A” onto sheet A and those labelled “B” onto sheet B.  Draw a line to the relevant parts of the body they relate to or cut out and stick them on the right place.

	Situtation
	A
	B

	
	
	

	Doctors decide who dies
	
	

	Doctors have a right to use any dead person’s kidneys to help anyone who needs a transplant.
	
	

	Everyone should be assumed to be a donor for transplanted organs unless they carry a “non-donor card”
	
	

	‘Dead’, i.e. aborted, embryos used for research
	
	

	Non-implanted fertilised human eggs be used for research?
	
	

	Clone a ‘perfect’ human being?
	
	

	Grow organs to use in transplants?
	
	

	Use pig heart valves to replace worn out human ones when transplants aren’t available.
	
	

	Grow human embryos to have cells available to add to the brain to prevent Alzheimer’s disease progressing.
	
	

	Use genetic engineering to develop an inhaler to introduce a “virus” with the DNA into the lungs of cystic fibrosis sufferers to allow them to live to a normal age rather than face early death from breathing problems.
	
	

	Produce embryos by in vitro fertilization and identify which ones will have genetically caused health problems and make sure these are not introduced into the womb so do not grow to become a fully formed baby.
	
	

	Have effective joint replacements for all human joints that wear out
	
	

	Allow people who are short of money to sell their spare kidney for transplant patients

Only treat lung cancer for people who do not smoke.
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Student Report Sheet


A: Doctors/ Scientists should be allowed to do these things


B: Doctors/ Scientists should not 
be allowed to do these things
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