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Lesson Plan 1 of 3: Trust me, I’m a doctor

Aim of the lesson


· to deepen students’ understanding of the power of medical science to have an impact on the issue of what it is to be human

· to consider whether medical science should be allowed to do all that it can do or whether some interventions are wrong

· to give students the opportunity to develop their listening skills during group work and to learn to appreciate the views of others.

Differentiation / Extension

During the discussion, circulate around the groups dropping in some stretching questions to develop the thinking and to help students hear and appreciate each other’s viewpoints.

Assessment

Observe the interaction between students during group-work, assessing particularly their skills of listening, empathy and reasoning. 

Duration:

1 hour lesson

Timings

Starter 
10 minutes 

Main activities  
30 minutes

Plenary 
10 minutes
Homework-setting
10 minutes
Age Group:

13/14-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None

Background Reading

If desired, both teachers and students could do a web search prior to lesson.

Resources

Teacher Resource Sheet 1: Trust me, I’m a doctor

Student Worksheet 1: Trust me, I’m a doctor
Introduction / Starter activity

In pairs:  

1. Ask students to think of a story-line in a TV soap about a disease that couldn’t be cured, or a terrible injury which science could not put right. What medical advance would they most like to see to deal with this in the future?

2. Ask students to think of a film they have watched in which science has made some scary or undesirable thing come true for people (eg Frankenstein, The Matrix etc).

Main Activities

In groups:

Use Student Worksheet 1: “Trust me, I’m a doctor” with the students.  Ask the students to imagine themselves 25 years into the future. They will be middle aged!  You are giving them the power to decide what medical interventions should and should not be permitted over the next quarter of a century.  They are to listen to each other, understand each other’s reasoning and come to a consensus within the group.

Each group has two outlines of the human body, glue, labels and pens.  On Outline A the students put all the medical interventions that they would like to see happen.  On Outline B the students put all the medical interventions that they would not like to see happen.  Students are allowed to add to the list of interventions possible.

Options:  You could set this up as a “large” activity by using flip chart paper, and set each group to work on large body outlines, before asking them to explain their choices with the sheets displayed prominently for all to see. Alternatively this could be done as a “small” activity by using the A4 resource sheet.

Plenary

Ask the groups to feed back their decisions about what is desirable and what is not.  Draw out any common themes.  Get them to think a bit deeper by asking questions like:
· “Who should decide what medicine can and cannot do?”  

· “What do you think might happen to the way people think about themselves and about society if the things you stuck on Outline B did happen?”

· “What lies behind the differing views of students in this class? What informs our opinions on these matters?” 

· “How do people’s religious beliefs affect their views on medical ethics?”

Give students some feedback on the process you observed, focusing on the quality of listening, empathy and reasoning which was in evidence as you moved around the class.

Homework

Divide the class into half (then subdivide into smaller groups).  Each half will explore one of two topics (cloning and organ transplants) and present their findings to the whole class. Hand out the appropriate resource sheets. 

This homework leads into the next lesson but, if homework is not set, the exploration could either be done next lesson or as a piece of extension work.
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